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Skysail or is pub 1 i shed to create further 
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future development of the sport and its methods 
of safety. 
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to contribute articles, photographs and illus
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or the opinions of contributors presented in 
Skysailor. 

Copyright in Skysailor is vested in the HGFA. 
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ADVERTISING 
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artwork which may be required are as follows: 
Full Page $30.00 Less than Full Page $15.00 
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POLICY 

No advertisement will be accepted for any 
gl ider first put into production after 1/10/83 
unless that gl ider has been certified in accor
dance with standards approved by the HGFA. 

Advertisements in the Market Pl ace for second
hand gliders must indicate a suitable minimum 
pilot rating. 

Neither HGFA nor the Editor endorses or takes 
any responsibil ity for any of the products 
advertised or mentioned editorially within these 
pages. No responsibility is accepted for any 
claims made by advertisers and unless speci
fi ca lly expl a i ned, performance fi gures quoted in 
advertising should be taken as estimates only. 
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HIMALAYAS /84. 
(Part ll.) 

by Brett Freebody . 

on the deck. Ph il put in some 
great flying over these five 
days and managed to consis
tently sky out every day. Jane 
al so had a good fl i ght with a 
perfect back wire landing 
which impressed the locals no 
end. 

The following day we left 
Ghorepani in miserable sleet 
and rain and descended 6,000 
ft that day to our next camp 
near Birethanti. Take-off here 
was 2,700 ft direcly above 
camp and the walk to the top 
each day was rather t i ri ng 
considering the hot weather 
pattern which followed the 
previous frontal system. Two 
days after leaving Ghorepani 
we were once again stand i ng at 
take-off in what appeared to 
be great conditions with good 
activity being produced by a 
landslide area below take-off. 
Bad luck struck again however, 
and Phil, Limerick and Jars 
all bombed out. Charles, while 
getting reaonably low, managed 
to do a great job at maintain
i ng for about forty mi nutes in 
scratchy lift. Myself - well, 
I just followed this big 
mother of an eagl e a round and 
around above the landslide 
unti 1 I was hi gh enough to 
mai ntai n in better fonned con
vection coming up both sides 
of the mountain. At about 900 
above I was joined by what 
seemed to be every known bi rd 
of prey in existence, from 
vul tures to bi rds whi ch resem
bled soaring crows. It became 
both daunti ng and humorous to 
be ascending in a tight turn 
with about a dozen other 5ft 
plus monsters all turning in 
various directions. So after a 
much enjoyed flight with our 
feathered friends, I headed 
for landing to beat the 

approaching afternoon thunder
storm. 

The fo 11 owi ng day wa s defi -
ni tely the best day of the 
trip with CU's starting at 
8.30 am and base bei ng around 
11 ,000 ft. Charles jumped at 
12 . 30 pm amd found strong but 
ch oppy 1 ift about half a mil e 
out from 1 aunch. He gained 
4 000 ft in fast time before 
d~ciding to go exploring 
further down the vall ey. Jars 
hooked a monster just after 
launch and didn't stop turning 
until hitting base. He decided 
to take a di fferent course and 
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headed off over the 
toward Annapurna returning 
1 1/2 hours later. 

back 

Phil, Limerick and myself 
launched at 1.30 pm thinking 
it woul d be a snack getti ng up 
after witnessing the previous 
two climb-outs. However before 
we knew it we were all about 
1 200 ft below and really 
s~ratching. After working some 
pathetic lift for about ten 
minutes, I glanced around to 
find my other two companions 
and much to my del i ght I saw 
Ph i 1 screami ng up ina 
"howl er" only about 400 metres 
away. We both cl imbed out at a 
steady 500-1,000 up for about 
5 000 ft before I deci ded to 
g~ looking for Jars, while 
Phil pursued the same direc
tion as Charles. 

The 1 ast day's flyi ng was done 
on a potentially bad day wi th 
an ' inversion having formed at 
about 500 ft above take-off. 
With Jane and Kate being the 
only members not flying this 
day, the remainder of us were 
all detennined to stay up and 
as it turned out our dreams 
were answered. Charles and 
Li meri ck spent the afternoon 
scratching between take-off 
and landing (2,000 ft below), 
while Jars, Phil and I were 
1 ucky enough to hook a strong
er core which punched us to 
2,000 ft above the inversion. 
The three of us chased each 
other around in reasonable 

After a gallant effort of lift, while the local eagles 
trying to obtain 1 ift in air joined us to take best advan
that was falling faster than tage of the stronger air. With 
the kitchen sink, Limerick was a thunderstonn spewing out 
to be overcome by that well- from the main range, it was 
known phenomenon, "Gravity". time to give it away and for 
Even with no grasp of the the 1 ast time we turned our 
Engl ish 1 anguage , I am sure dacron wi ngs for home. I w~ 11 
the local s had a fai r idea of never forget that 1 ast gllde 
what Alaric said as he stood as we descended hillsides 
watching the remainder of us covered with rice terraces, 
climb out. with the picturesque Phewa 

Lake to our ri ght and . the 
The lift became quite smooth enonnous Himalayas looming up 
as the afternoon progressed to the left. It was a ~ired 
and after finally rejoining but very contented five pllots 
Phil we decided to head back that landed in the Pokhara 
up the valley toward the Valley. 
landing area. Phil, while 
playing around in the same In summing up the expedition, 
area for too long, got too low I think everyone had a 
to make the campsite and had thoroughly enjoyable time, 
to be content with landing in with the country offering 
a two-foot deep ri ce paddy . It magni fi cent ~ce~ery, , cul ture 
was a funny sight to see the and great alrtlme. Slckness, 
young gent walking into camp although encountered by, every-
covered in mud later that one, was reasonably mlld and 
afternoon. short-l i ved. Lastly, I woul d 

1 ike to thank Adventure Travel 
The next c?uple of days were Centre and Ian for organising 
spent trekk 1 ng back to Pokhara the tri p an d Kate for look i ng 
where we were finally rewarded after yo~rs truly 
with a bed, shower and toil et; . 
UNREAL! We were to spend the " 
next five days flying above In sl~Olng off, I will . leave 
this town in very spasmodic you wlth a paragraph Whl~h Ian 
air with often one small mis- composed last year, summlng up 
take in judgement putting you this magic and mystical land : 

continued page 8 



" " Buffalo World Invitational X. C. Classic 

UPDATE ON THE PROGRESS OF THE 
MOUNT BUFFALO CLASSIC 

For all those wishing to win 
money at Buffalo, the entries 
for the competition closed on 
November 1, 1984. (Late en
tries may be considered). To 

date (October 4, 1984), fifteen 
entries from Australian pilots 
and over a dozen entries from 
international competitors have 
been received, 1 ncl uding the 
following noteworthy pilots: 
Jorgen Bregninge and Palle 
Juul Jensen, the two top 
Dam sh Pl lots and both members 
of their national team since 
its inception. 

================== 

Brett Freebody work i ng a 
thermal at DHAMPUS . 

SPECIACULAR 
c/o Newcastle Hang Gliding Centre Pty Ltd 

60 Bar Beach 

Hans Olschewski and Ludwig 
Rauch, both members of the 
German A-Team. Olschewski was 
t~e 1978 European Champion. 
Mlchael Carnet of Great 
Britai n, 1984 Bri ti sh Champi on 
and captain of the 1984 British 
Bleriot Cup Team. ' 

All those Australian pilots 
who submit entries will have 
thi s . confi rmed as soon as 
posslble. The notification of 
those whose appl icati ons are 
successful will be in the first 
t~o weeks. ~n November, along 
wlth speclflc details of the 
competition regarding tasks 
rul es, pri ze money, and so 
forth. For those sending en-

. tries, your age, address, 

Merewether 2291 
Telephone: (049) 262896 

competition experience and 
success, cross country flights 
glider type plus the $60.00 
entry fee are requi red. 

Meetings have been establ ished 
with companies interested in 
the comme rei a 1 sponsors hop of 
the ~lount Buffalo Classic, and 
as soon as offi ci al confi rma
tion is possible, details of 
the exact prize money and 
added benefi ts from the compe-
tition will be outlined. Till 
then, the best of flying and 
hope to see you at Buffalo! 

Kel Smith 

AERIAL TECHNICS 
HANG GLIDING SCHOOL 

G,T, AND MARS 

ARRANGE A TEST FLY NOW I I 

42 STANWELL AVE 
STANWELL PARK '2509 . • 
PHONE (042) 942545. 
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--- - - -------

Yes folks ... it's Membership Renewal time again! Printed below are the 1985 Annual Fees 
for each State Association .A Membership/Renewal form is included in the centre of the 
magazine.Please complete the form and return it together with the correct amount for 
your State by December 31st,1984. 

MEMBERSHIP FEES - 1985 

NEW MEMBERS ONLY 

STATE RENEWING Joining Joining Joining Joining MEMBERS* between between between between 
1/1/85- 1/4/85- 1/7/85- 1/10/85-
31/3/85 30/6/85 30/9/85 31/12/85 

N.S.W. 40.00 40.00 31. 25 22.50 13.75 

A.C.T. 45.00 45.00 33.75 22.50 11. 25 

Victoria 43.00 43.00 32.25 21.50 10.75 

Q'land 45.00 45.00 33.75 22.50 11. 25 

S.Aust. 45.00 45.00 33.75 22.50 11. 25 

W.Aust. 45.00 45.00 33.75 22.50 11. 25 

Tasmania 43.00 43.00 32.25 21.50 10.75 

*Renewing members who fail to renew by 31st December, 1984, 
are required to pay an additional $5.00 rejoining levy. 

All memberships expire on 31st December each year. 

(The fees on this form will change on 1st January, 1986) 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO AUSSIE TEAM FUND 

CONTRIBUTION NO. 

TF001 
TF002 
TF003 
TF004 
TF005 
TF006 
TF007 
TF008 
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NAME AND MEMBERSHIP NO. 

v . Heffe rnan 
P.Duncan 
D.Petrie 
A.Mullner 
P.Purcell 
D.Marsh 
B.Temby 
M.Yeomans 

14988 
14345 
14150 
33793 
44059 
53351 
51462 
11984 

NOTE: The contributions 1 isted 
were those received by 
October 10th,1984. 



" " Buffalo World Invitational X. C. Classic 

SPECTACULAR 

AEROBATIC INTERNATIONAL 
c/o Newcastle Hang Gliding Centre Pty Ltd 

60 Bar Beach 

The programme for the r>1ount 
Buffalo Classic for this year 
includes a separate display 
day and aerobatics competition 
to be staged over the Buckland 
Valley airstrip in the natural 
amphitheatre provided by Mount 
Buffalo itself. Invitations 
are currently bei ng extended 
to individual pilots of known 
worl d-cl ass aerobati c ski 11 to 
compete in the event and if 
you feel that you are of a 
standard to qualify for this 
one-day competition, please 
send

d
. an

l 
application to me 

lmme late y. 

The programme of events will 
i nvo 1 ve aero-towi ng (provi ded 
DOA approval has been granted) 
pil ots to an altitude of 3000 
feet and upon release the per
forming of a series of pre
pl anned manoeuvres of aero
bati c nature for a descent of 
2000 feet followed by less 
radical, styled flying until 
landing. A panel of judges 

the success of this day can 
?nly strengthen the public 
lm~g~ of professional hang 
gl 1 dl ng '. and it is hoped that 
every pl 1 at and supporter wi 11 
help ~o make this ev~nt an 
exceptlonal competition. 

Kel Smith 

~I he summer soaring season has 
now arrived and the next few 

onths hold promise of a lot 
f exciting flying. Most 

States are hol ding their State 
. itles in either November or 

ecember; the Mt Buffalo 
Classic is on in january 1985 wi 11 adj udi cate the programme. 
las are the National s. Add to 

As thi s di spl ay day programme Ithose the FLATLANDS CHA~LENGE 
is the main tool in attracting i~nd a few Intermediate Comps 
commerci al sponsorship, thi s f'nd airshows, together with 
event wi 1 1 attract heavy medi a ~he promul gati on of the new 
coverage and be part of tele- .N.O. (giving us realistic 
vision documentaries of the airspace rights) and we're 
Classic. Therefore the field ' I'looking at an unprecedented 
must be 1 imited to approxi - opportuni ty of showi ng the 
mate ly ten pi lots of outstan- : ~est of the communi ty what 
di ng abil i ty thereby guaran- , odern hang gl i di ng is all 
teei ng a di spl ay of some of about. ' 
the most spectacul ar flyi ng of I 

a hang gl i der. hese opportunities do, how
ever, impose a greater onus on 
us than ever before to behave 

; responsibly. Every member, 
: from fi rst day Novi ce to Cross 
! Country veteran, shoul d keep 
, in mi nd that thoughtl ess 

In conjunction with this event, 
there will be prize money allo
cated for other competitions 
of vari ed tasks to be open to 
all pil ots on the day. Others 
will only wish to sit back and 
watch the proceedings and re
cover from New Year's Eve . 

: beha vi our on the ground and 
unsafe practice in the air 
coul d undo the ga ins we mi ght 
make from any number of well-

It is my belief that this style 
of competition will more readi- :1 
ly gai n the bi g money sponsors III1 

due to the obvious spectator 
and media appeal. Therefore, 

I 

Merewether 2291 
Telephone:(049) 262896 

STOP PRESS i ! ! 
COMMERCIAL SPONSORSHIP OF 
$15000 IN PRIZE MONEY,YES 
$15000,HAS BEEN ARRANGED, 
THIS WILL INCLUDE DAILY 
PRIZES AS WELL AS THE MAJOR 
AWARDS, 

run competitions. Some within 
the avi ati on cOl1ll1unity sti 11 
have doubts about the new ANO 
and would just love a chance 
to say "I tol d you so" to DOA 
if we abuse our new privileges. 
Also, our knowledgeable and 
scrupulously fair friends, 
"the media", like nothing 
better than to run sensational 
stories about hang-gliders 
"plunging" from the sky into 
someone's house (or car or 
picnic on the beach). Never 
mi nd if the "Cl assi c" attracts 
some of the best pil ots in the 
world who between them clock 
up thousands of accident-free 
kil ometers. Bad news means 
good news: 

It seems to me that th is sum
mer could be a turning point 
for our sport. We' 11 be defen
ding our World Title in Aus
tri a next June after which we 
can start gearing up for the 
"World's" in Australia in 
1987-88. If we blow it thi s 
summer, we'll go backwards . On 
the other hand, if all flyers 
demonstrate a competent and 
responsible attitude, the bene
fits will be absorbed by the 
sport and will stand us all in 
good stead in the years to 
come. 

Martyn Yeomans 
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by Ul ri ch Kosmer 

Just when I thought that the 
unpredictable summer weather 
in Europe was goi g to prevent 
me from fulfilling my alpine 
hang gliding ambitions yet 
again, everything suddenly 
came good. 

The weather cleared up, I man
aged to borrow a gl ider and a 
car, bought myself a helmet 
and an instrument cockpit and 
I was off to fu1 fi 11 some of 
my long-held ambitions of 
soaring the Alps. 

The first stop was at Tege1-
berg wi th probab ly the most 
photographed castle in Germany: 
Neuschwanstei n. The weather, 
when I arri ved, looked very 
i ndi fferent and even though it 
was a Saturday, only two or 
three glider pilots were at 
the station. I thought I would 
take the glider up the cable 
car anyway and could not be
l i eve it when I found that 
conditions at the top were 
perfect. 

The gl i der was set up in 
record time and I was c1 ipped 
in, checked at and flying -
strai ght to the castle to take 
photos just in case the condi
tions should deteriorate. The 
glider just went up and away 
and I spent the next fou r 
hours flyi ng over the most 
glorious countryside at abou t 
8,000 ft. To the nor~h, the 
1 akes, ri vers and '.owns of 
Germany and to the south the 
snow-capped peaks of the Aus
trian and Swiss Alps. A round 

trip to Oberammergau finished 
the afternoon and the only 
problem had was trying to 
lose hei ght to 1 and at the 
official landing area at the 
base of Tege1berg. Everything 
was goi ng up and only an end
less series of spiral turns 
managed to get me to terra 
fi rma - I wi sh I had that sort 
of prob1 em at Mt Dandenong 
sometimes: 
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Note hang glider middle distance and 

Neuschwanstein Castle,lower right. 

The next ambition was to fly 
off a snow-capped gl ac i er - I 
picked one of the highest for 
this treat - Kitzsteinhorn in 
Austria (3050 metres or 10,000 
ft) of unbelievable beauty. 
Having listened to all the 
stories about difficult take
offs at these hei ghts, I pre
pared myself for an almighty 
run - only to be wafted gently 
into the air by a thermal after 
three steps. 

The vi ew was breathtaking and 
the feeling really cannot be 
expressed on paper. However, 
as I was tryi ng to operate a 
movie camera and a hand-held 
slide camera all at the same 
time ,. I was suddently caught 
by a rotor and got tossed side
ways into the direction of a 
rocky outcrop and the cables 
from the cable car - in spite 
of the beauty one still has to 
concentrate on the flying. I 
decided at that point to leave 
the picture-taking and start 
flying the glider. It took 45 
minutes to reach the head of 
the valley over the town of 
Kaprun. There I caught a ther
mal whi ch took me back to 3000 
metres where I spent another 
two hours flying over the 
valleys and towns. 

From there, the tri p continued 
into Switzerland with one site 
being more beautiful than the 
1 ast. Usually the set- up and 
take-off area was next to the 
cablecar and the landing area 
near the carpark unless one 
decided to go cross country -
and there i t actually coul d 
mean "cross country", starting 
in Switzerl and and 1 andi ng in 
Austria, France or Germany: 

Restaurants were never far 
away and a beer or something 
to eat coul d be enj oyed after 
flight; prices were very rea
sonable. 

I met with some of the pil ots 
that had been to Austral i a 
previ ously, Ron Hurst, Otto 
Hofstetter and Werner Brunner, 

and they led me to the sites -
Ebenal p 5000 ft, Hoher Kasten 
7000 ft, Saentis 8000 ft, 
Vaduz and others. When you 
fly at 10,000 ft above the 
peaks of the Alps then you 
know the world is still all 
right, at least up there. 

I was flying high above Walen
stadt somewhere between Lich
tens tei nand Zuri ch when I 
dec i ded to 1 and near the 1 ake ; 
I spotted a nice big sporting 
area and, after getting the 



LOOKING TOWARDS KITZSTEINHORN,AUSTRIA 
(3000 met res) 

wind direction from a flutter
ing national flag, made a 
perfect landing in the largest 
of the paddocks. I had barely 
put the glider down when a 
group of soldiers marched in 
the direction of the glider. 
Just as I thought I was in 
trouble, they stopped about 50 
ft from me, crouched down 
behind a mound and proceeded 
to point their rifles in my 

direction - I heard stories of 
how the Swi ss take thei r regu
lations seriously, but shoot
ing a guy for landing in their 
playing field seemed to be 
taking their regulations a bit 
far. As I quickly picked up 
the gl i der they started fi ri ng 
blanks at me and probably 
killed themselves laughing as 
I trotted off, at a hundred 
miles an hour, to a safer area. 

-.~==============================~. 
I 

NThe DC 
~TOW 

ELECTRONIC TOWING TENSION METER 
I Il Send $150 . 00 t o: - Den i s Cumm ings, Dight s Cross ing, S ingleton 2330 n please indicate : CI Batt e r y (9V ) or 0 Car Lighter 
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,1 
Plu g t o Car 

%>C 
TOW LOAD 

Tow Load Ce II 

Tow Load Ce II 
c a b le & P l ug 

Cigarette Li g hte r (12 V) 
(Opt ion :- ho ld e r f or 
9V batte r y) 

(about 60mm lo ng with s t ain l ess 
s t eel loops at each e nd) 

Flying in the Alps has its 
dangers, but the compensations 
are well worth it. As with any 
mountain terrain, the winds 
will change from valley to 
vall ey and with "Foen" condi
tions' the wind can reach over 
100 km/hr in some of the narrow 
valleys, even though at take
off normal conditions exist. 
I once found myself slowly 
sinking onto a 50 ft church 
spire with the bar full to the 
~ nees and not advanc i ng an 
1 nch. I had to turn tail and 
fly into turbul ence at the 
side of the valley to make a 
heart-stopping landing in 
someone ' s front yard. 

?afety is taken very seriously 
1 n Europe and i ntendi ng flyers 
should carry their rating cards 
and some proof of insurance 
cover. It is always best to 
go wi th someone that knows the 
area - you enj oy it more and 
you won't get into any hassles 
with the local s. Parachutes 
are mandatory in most coun
tri es and gl i ders and harnes
ses have to be certified and 
for these cross country trips 
you have to carry your pass
ports (as well as the Mars 
bars and dictionary). 

. . . from page 3 

"We walked through Tolkien
esque forests over foot-worn 
stone paths. Travelled the 
ancient pony caravan routes 
side by side with Ti betan 
monks and tassled, bell-
clonking pony caravans 
through the dark green and 
vi vi d red rhododendrons down 
into deep misty gorges and 
across swi ngi ng bri dges 
above roaming cataracts ..... 
these days of quiet thinking 
along hard climbs left us 
physically exhausted, 
muscles aching and demanding 
rest, but the magic of the 
Himalayas had spun its spell 
and it was with blissful 
peace of mind that you 
wriggled into your cocoon-
1 ike sleep.... and drifted 
into mystic dreams .... " 

God bless and good flying! 
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C.IV.L. REPORT. 

SlM1ARY OF THE CIVL MEETING 
HELD IN OSLO ON THE 6TH AND 
7TH OF AUGUST, 1984 

Australian Representatives: 
- Bill !~oyes, Vice President 
- Ulrich Kosmer, Delegate & 

Secretary. 

1. Report 
European 
Norway. 

on the 1984 
Champi onshi ps in 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Critici sms were expressed 
at the running of the 
championships but it 
appeared that the poor 
weather was responsi b1 e 
for most of the problems. 
Suggestions were made that, 
in future, competition 
n~assui~~bi rfue~ R6 d~U~ 
s10n. was made at the 
meet1ng. 

The next European Champion
ships in 1986 will be held 
in Hungary and a bid was 
made by Italy to ho1 d the 
1988 European Championships 
in Cortina, Italy. 

A comprehensive presenta
was made of the preparation 
for the Wor1 d Hang G1 i di ng 
Championships for 1985, 
which are being held in 
Koessen, Austria . 

If anyone is interested in 
the detail s, a copy of the 
presentation and the sug
gested amendments from the 
meeti ng can be ohbtai ned 
from me. 

Some additions and altera
ti ons wi 11 be made to the 
FAI Sporting Code: 
The fo 11 owi ng Wor1 d and 
Nati ona 1 Records wi 11 be 
added: 
Speed around a triangular 
course - 25 km 

50 km 
75 km 

- 100 km 
- 150 km 

There were also some 
alterations to the tow 
launching, cameras and 
prizes - again details can 
be obtained from me. 
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5. 

6. 

,.-

CIVL decided to approach 
the International Olympic 
Committee for inclusion of 
Hang G1 i di ng into the 
01ympi c Games. 

I presented our bid for 
the 1987 World Champion-
shi ps and agai nst strong 
counter bids from Canada 
and Switzerland, the vote 
from the meeting went in 
our favour. 

So now we better pull up 
our combined socks and 
start orgamz1ng it (and 
perhaps even make good 
some of the outrageous 
stories and promises that 
I had to make to get the 
vote ). 

Ulrich Kosmer 

Parachute Safetyo 
by Johl') Mahaffy 

of Parachutes Australia 
Pty Ltd 

At a meeting recently of the 
Long Reef Ha ng G1 i di ng C1 ub an 
APF licenced parachute rigger 
was asked to give a talk on 
parachutes, packing and their 
use. 

During this talk he was given 
2 parachutes packed in cocoon s 
to demonstrate. When opened 
it was found that both para
chutes were so badly packed 
that they wou1 d not have open
ed. 

The first parachute had: 
1. Lines tangled 4" from the 
periphery preventing inflation. 
2. Bridle stowed in 2 tight 
rubber bands cou1 d cause 1 i ne
over canopy damage on infla
tion. 
3. The bridle passed through 
the 3 rubber bands c1 osi ng the 
deployment bag preventing the 
canopy coming out. 
4. The canopy had signs of 
U1 tra Vi 01 et damage to 60% of 
open area caused by the pack
i ng method and exposure to 
sun1 i ght. 

The second parachute had: 
1. Ripcord handle packed in
side container preventing any 
pull. 
2. Canopy lines were wrapped 
in rubber bands, then stowed 
through the deployment bag, 
rubber band stows preventing 
the lines pulling out and caus
ing a total bag closure. 
3. The canopy lines were held 
together by 2 rubber bands 
2 1/2" from the peri phery pre
venting canopy opening. 
4. The canopy was folded incor
rectly with the lines pulled 

up into the canopy which would 
cause burns and possibly cano
py inversion on opening. 
5. Lines were rolled around arm 
and p1 aced in contai ner caus
i ng tang1 es/burns on extrac
tion from container. 
6. The bridle was stowed in 2 
tight rubber bands, causing 
the canopy when thrown to open 
close to the hang glider and 
possibly snag and fail to 
deploy. 

To sum up, a horror show. 

The reason I am writing is to 
point out that a problem exists 
with packing of parachutes. 
As a manufacturer of parachutes 
we supply all owners with a 
manual that covers all aspects 
needed to safely use, maintain 
and pack our Back up Chute. 

Perhaps thi sis the fi rst step 
in overcomi ng the safety prob-
1 em that exi sts. There is ' ob
vi ous1y a necessity for the 
HGFA to discuss (perhaps in 
conjunction with the APF rigger 
network) thi s area and come up 
with recommendations that will 
prevent packing by unqualified 
people. 

Within Australia, the Austra1-
an parachute Federation has a 
system of exams and licences 
that qualify people to pack, 
service and manufacture para
chutes. 

Perhaps it is time for the HGFA 
to conduct packing courses and/ 
or insist all parachutes have 
packing manuals supplied. 

I hope this letter will initi
ate a positive response to 
prevent hang gliding safety 
being lowered. 



• 

L~TH AUSTRALI AN 

CROSS-COUNTRY 
lJEfiGUE 

THE TASK 
Clock up the highest ave rage straight 1 ine 
distance from your best 5 fl ights.There's no 
1 imit to the number of fl ights you may enter. 

DOCUME~IT,'\T ION 
Date of fl ight and takeoff & landing times. 
Six figure map reference s are required for 
takeoff and landing plus a general descrip
tion of landing location,approximate dist
ance flown;photo or barograph optional. 
Official distances will be measured on 
Natmap 1:250,000 Topo maps. 

WITNESSES 
Name,address and phone nos. of takeoff and 
at least 2 landing witnesses for each fl ight. 
Only entries posted within 10 days of fl ight 
will be scored.* Restricted to foot-launched 
non-powered hang gl iders only. 

200 MILES 

Moyes an9 Sky trek have each put up $250 
to the fi rst pi lot who fl ies 200 mi le s 
on their respective brand of gl ider. 

ENTER NOW I I 

Pilots,here is your chance to compete in a 
contest,open to all (no need t o leave your 
local sites) ,to find Austral ia's best X.C 
sites and pilots. 

DATES 
July lst,1984 to June 30th,1985 

RESULTS 

Fl ight documentation will be examined by 
the Verification Board and League position 
and distances publ ished monthly. 

*Note: All fl ights since July lst,1984 acceptable provided they are reasonably documented 

Pi lot Name: 

Address: 

Phone: 

AUSTRALIAN CROSS COUNTRY LEAGUE 
- ENTRY FORM -

H.G.F.A.No. 
------------------------ -------

G 1 i der: 

Age: 

Rating: 

ENTRY FEES: $2.00 to cover administrative expenses and verification.Make cheques payable 
to: "4th AUSTRALIAN CROSS COUNTRY LEAGUE" 

c/- Paul Moll ison 
8 Brown Street, 
ADAMSTOWN NSW 2289 

I , the undersigned hereby request permission to enter and participate in the Austra l ian Cross Country 
League . I acknowledge that my participation is voluntar y and that I know the r isks and dangers of cross 
country flying , and that unexpected dangers may arise dur i ng the League . The dec i sions ~egarding when and 
where to f l y and where to land are my own, and I accept a l l risks of injury to my person or others and/on 
p r operty that may be susta i ned during the League . I am aware of ANO 9S . 8 and Tra nsport Australia 
regulations concerning oper ations of hang g l ide r s . In consideration of the permission granted to me to 
par tic i pate in t he League , I do hereby, fo r myse l f and my heirs , r e l ease the offic i als and sponsor s of t he 
League from all c laims fo r i n Jurie s sus tained by my person and/or p r operty during my partic i p ation 
i n the League due to negl i gence o r any o the r f a ult. 

I HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND THE FOREGO [NG REQUEST AND RELEASE: 

SI GNED ______ WITNESS ______ _______ --.:DATE, _________ _ 
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HANG GLIDING FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA 

H,G,F,A, REPORT TO FEDERAL CONVENTION", ,CONTINUED"", 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S REPORT 

Since my last report to the Annual Convention much 
has happened on the administrative " front. The joint 
administration of the three sports has created enormous 
pressures which to a large extent have now been alleviated 
through the Department of Sport and Recreation's grant 
for administrative assistance. Since mid-November Mrs. 
Joan Humphreys has been employed in a secretarial role 
and is looking after all of the day-to-day membership 
enquiries. Members are now getting virtually a 24-hour 
turn-around with their enquiries, but this has not allev
iated the waiting period involved in the return of member 
ship cards etc. 

Thi s ar e a of our operations will be streamlined 
f r om this point as the APF in-house computer is now opera
t ional and the hang gliding programme has been installed. 
All membership deta i ls should be entered wi t hin t he next 
three to four we eks and membership process i ng can be 
handled within 24 hours of receipt. 

It will be ne cessary for us to have our own t erminal 
available, and I will discuss this with the meeting in 
greater detail at a later point in the agenda. 

Our liaison with government agencies i s r u nning 
well, with grants from the Department of Sport Recreation 
and Tourism maintaining their .normal levels and a break
through with the Department of Aviation promiSing a grant 
to administer the ANO in the forthcoming f ina1)cial year. 

Negotiations on our new ANO have stil l no t been 
sat i sfactorily resolved although, following a deputation 
to the Minister for Aviation and Secretary of the Depart
ment, the position has been alleviated with the granting 
of block areas to all States with operational altitudes 
of up to 10,000 feet. 

I have just returned from the Annual Conference 
run by the Depart ment of Sport Recreat i on and Tourism, 
and indications from that conference are that we can 
look forward to their continuing financial support and, 
provided the projects put forward for subsidy are con
s idered worthy, there are poss ible increases available 
in next year's grant . 

On your behalf I have also attended as your delegate 
the Annual Conference of the Royal Federation of Aero 
Clubs held in Alice Springs and as a result of that con
ference, following a n initiative put forward by myself, 
it appears that the Aviation Sporting and Recreational 
Council will have two nominated representatives on the 
Federation Executive as from the next Annual General 
Meeting. This will put us in a better position to ensure 
that at least a reasonable proportion of the Federation's 
efforts are extended on our behalf instead of them concen
trating almost solely on the aero club movement . 

Fol l owing the promise of a grant from the Department 
of Aviation we will have to wear additional responsibility 
f r om a central administrative view in maintaining readily 
accessible records and providi ng accurate and quick inform
ation at the Department's request. This will mean that 
the hang rating scheme will need to be admi nistered on 
a national level, and full details of qualified safety 
officers and club and association officials will also 
need to be provided and maintained as part of our computer 
records. 

Following my visit to Canberra this week, three 
particular items need to be noted by the Federation Exec
utive:-
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P.O. BOX 74, 
ASHBURTON, 
VICTORIA 3147 

Hands up all those who would 

1 ike to go to KdsS EN next year 

t o check out the "Wor ld's" & 

give our team a bi t of "come 

on Aussie,come on~" type en

couragement? 

I ' m hopi ng to organi se a supp
or ter ' s tuur of about J weeks 
duration ,flying Sydney direct 
to London via San Francisco . 
We would hire campervans and 
gliders in England(one van per 
J people) ;fly in England for 
about a week;drive to Austria 
wi th a day or t.wo flying in 
France r;nd/or Germany on the 
way and then spend a week or $0 

at KOSSEN while the comp o is 
on . Then drive straight ba('k to 
London and fly home . 

Ind i ca t ive costs at t his stage 
a r e: l.Return a i rfare - $1700 

2 .Van hir e - $17 00 for 
3 weeks, i e. $550 pe r pe r son 

3 .Gl id e r hir e ,pet r o l ,food 
e t c . - ??? 

Fo r eac h 15 peop l e we wo ul d 
get one f r ee ti cke t , t hus r ed
ucing the pr ice by $120 each. 

I f you ' re interested,give me 
a ca ll on 02 - 2903066 (Bus.) 

MARTYN YEOMANS 

• 



------------------------,---------~--~- ~----- -.-. 

.. 

, , '( 

1. Meet ings with the Department of Sport Recreation 
and Tourism and the Department of Aviation 
indicate that we will be approached by both 
of these bodies and the Australian Ballooning 
Federation to administer · the Ballooning Feder
at ion's nat ional body as part of the current 
three sport administrative set-up. Grants 
will be made by both Departments to the Balloon
ing Federation to enable this to happen and 
my role in particular would be one of a super
visory capacity to ensure that their work is 
carried out. 

2. As a result of the Parachute Federat ion's long
term plan, the administrative office will within 
the next two years be transferred to Canberra . 

3. The responsibility given to the Canberra Hang 
Gliding Association to arrange the Incorporation 
of the HGFA in the ACT has not been attended 
to and nobody in Canberra appears to be able 
to find any documentation relating to the matter. 
We will have to start from scratch and the 
wheels have been put in motion to see that 
this is attended to immediately. 

The Federation's insurance policy has been renegot
iated and a new policy placed through Cooke Raven & Loader, 
Sydney insurance brokers speCialising in public liability 
insurance, has been effected with considerable savings 
to the Federation. 

Financially, we appear to be in a sound position, 
and with the anticipated increases in grants during the 
next financial year we should build a healthy reserve. 

The balance of this year promises to be a n exciting 
time, and I look forward to a solid leap forward in the 
administrative area. 

My thanks to the Executive for their confidence 
and the opportunity of working in an environment fairly 
close to my heart. 

~: 

Sit e 5 : 

En t ry : 

Richard Dakers 
Executive Director 
HANG GLIDING FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA 

8,9, 10/1/85 Pr e I imi na ry Round 5 

II - 20/1/85 Competition Rounds 

Ben Nevis, Mt. Buangor, Langi Ghiran 
and Elmhurst 

P i lot 5 rna y qua I i f Y for the Na t ion a I 5 

by : 
a) being selected on their 

appropriate 
State team (maximum of 40 places) 

b) qualifying through the Preliminary 
Ro u n d 5 (m i n i mum 0 flO p I ace 5 ) • 

Entry Fee : $70.00 
($40 . 00 to be refunded to pi lots 
compet i ng in the Preliminary Rounds 
but not qualifying) 

lPlr'Y. 
II.. ll' lD, 

UPRIGHT TUBING !! 

7 METRE LENGTHS (EQUAL TO 

4 UPRIGHTS OF ANY MAKE) 

BEST QUALITY T-66061 

ONLY"""", ,$55 PER 
LENGTH - APPROX,~ 

NORMAL PRICE, 

************************ 

PITCH CONNECTIONS ! 

STANDARD TYPE"" ,$50 
(FULLY FITTED) 

************************ 

",AND THAT'S NOT ALL", 

ALSO" ,LESSONS 1 GLIDERS J 
ACCESSORIES AND TRIKES, 

PLUS ! WEEKEND SOARING 

COURSES AND TRIKE TOWING 

AVAILABLE IN NEWCASTLE, 

************************ 

SOJPHONE - KEL SMITH ON 

049-262896"" ",STEW 

KENWORTHY ON 049-752035 

OR CALL INTO OUR SHOP AT 

70 DARBY STJNEWCASTLE 
************************ 
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~-------------

skysoaring industries 
P.O Box 103, TH IR ROUL 2515 

VARIOMETERS 

Hurnrningbfrd VE- 7 

Ball 65l , audi o vari o/digital 

alt i meter i n padded bag 

(War ranty & servi ce included . ) 

K\nK CLAMPS 

ALTIMETERS 

Thommen 2000- 26 

Wri s t strap 

AIR SPEED I NDICATOR 

Hall wind meter & bracket 

Hall wind meter only 

Br acket onl y 

PARACHUTES 

Prolite Pu lled Apex 'chute: 

High efficiency - f a st opening, ' 

super compa ct. 
(Sink rate less than 20 f.p.m.) 

Lines now stowed in deplo yment 
b a g. *Container bags also 

a vailable* 

plJone 

(042) 

SKYSAILOR 
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(1s t,2nd & 3 r d place t roph ies; Pe r pet ua l 

Trophy;Pacific Pal ms Trophy . ) 

KNOW IT ' S A PROBE BUT WHO ' S THE PILOT? 

PHOTO .GALLERY 
ANOTHER BO RING DAYI AT STANWELL PARK ____ ----... 

., 

(P.5.How about some photos of some of Australia's 

other top sites ? Pi l ot/photographers take note! - Ed.) 

MAGIC III 
AN UNEQUALLED RECORD FOR : 

SAFETY 
The Magic i s the only certified glider currently sold in 
Australia. 

PERFORMANCE 
Unquestionably the best competition record of any glider 
worldwide . 

HANDLING 
You don't have to be an animal to fly a Magic . A brilliantly 
co-ordinated glider. 

DUALITY 
Superior sailcloth , tubing and fittings . 

CONSISTENCY 
Ever thought you had bought the latest and greatest to find 
the factory pilots on GTR Phase II ' s at the next competition? 
You get the same glider as Pendry, Bailey, Boulger. Airwave 
won't unload a prototype on customers. There are also no 
'dud' gliders from Airwave. All are built to the same 
excellent standard. 

PRICE 
Magics are now considerabl y cheaper t han the opposition. 
No price rises before March 1985 . 

DELIVERY SPARES 
AND OPTIONS 

Airwave now guarantee delivery to Australia inside four weeks 
from order or two weeks from stock . 

Because of the consistent design of Magics, spares are no 
problem. We have an extensive range in stock and they will 
fi t any Magic. 

The list of no cost and performance options is unrivalled 
anywhere. 

For a quot e on a Magic to your specifications ring appointed 
Ai r wave deal er : 

Steve Blenkinsop (086 ) 622 171 [BUSINESS] 
(086 ) 622 159 [ A.H. ] 

Or wr ite: 
First St reet, 

Gladstone, S.A. 5473 
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HELP THE AUSSIE TEAM TAKE GOLD AGAIN 
AT THE 1985 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 

IN KOSSEN 

OUR TARGET IS $10,000. YOUR SUPPORT IS NEEDED 

You can help the Aussie Team by sending a small contribution of $10.00 

Each contribution you send will receive a number which will be published each month 
in Skysailor 

When the fund reaches $2,500, one of the lucky contributors will receive a Back-Pack 
Harness. 

On reaching $5,000, the prize will be a Parachute. 

And on reaching our target of $10.000 the prize will be a new GT of the winners choice. 

All prizes are donated by Moyes Delta Gliders. 

Please send contributions to: 

AUSSIE TEAM FUND 
Hang Gliding Federation of Australia 
P.O. BOx 74 ASHBURTON 
VICTORIA 3147 

--- - - - -- - ------------ - - ---- - ---
DATE : RUSTRJU.IRN X-( LERGUE 
PILOT NAME: GLIDER: ------------------------------------- --------
Tlo LOCATION GRID REF. ---------
TIME: WITNESS(PRINT) : PHONE: --------------------
LANDING: ---------------------------------------

GRID REF. __________ __ 

TIME: WITNESS(PRINT) : PHONE: 

ADDRESS: 

*FURTHER DETAILS OF LANDING LOCATION ON THE BACK,IF NECESSARY. 
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FROM THE SAFETY DIRECTOR 

ACCIDENTS. Nearly all of the 
reported acci dents in the 1 ast 
three months involved begin
ners. 

There was a report of one 
fatal acci dent at F1 owerda1 e 
(see September Skysai10r) and 
a number of mi nor acci dents in 
the ACT, Q1d, Victoria and NSW. 

Sta 11 s duri ng take-offs and 
bad 1 andi ngs were the most 
frequent cause.s. It. appears 
that pilots stlll be11eve that 
to soar, one has to fly slow 
1y! The worst time to fly 
slowly is ~take-off. Any 
gust or turbu1 ence wi 11 affect 
the gl i der and because the 
pil ot has no control once the 
gl i der or part of the gl i der 
is stalled, the glider will 
usually turn of its own accord 
and crash back into the hi 11 . 
So keep the nose down and keep 
the air speed up. The extra 
speed can be easily conve!'ted 
to height gain once the .g11der 
is flying away from the hl11. 

Landi ngs a1 so feature promi
nent1y as accident causes. 
Landi ng wi th the wi nd instead 
of against it, or just forget
ting that ground speed is not 
ai r speed. The only remedy 
seems to be practice. Even if 
you go back to the learners' 
hill and practice landings 
unti 1 they are perfect. If a 
di ffi cu1 t one has . to be made, 
then at least the chances of 
walking away from it are much 
better. 

Ulrich Kosmer 

---RNDS 
HfiNG GLIDING CROSS COUNTRY CHflLL£NG£ 

Entries are roll ing in steadi-
1y, and competitors shou1 d now 
be recei vi ng thei r pre-conte~t 
bri efi ng notes. I f you haven t 
sent your entry form - p1ea~e 
do it NOW. In next month s 
Skysai 1 or,- 1'.11 probab.1y be 
able to pub11Sh the 11St of 
semi nar speakers, topi cs and 
times. 

A few of us went out to the 
site on the October long 
weekend. The paddocks have 
1 i ght wheat growth and are 
very smooth for towing. After 
the cold front passed through 
on the Saturday morning (it 
brougth snow and sl eet to the 
hi 11 s at nearby Orange and 
Bathurst) we managed to get 

After a few tows each, (p 1 us a 
few "firsts" for some of .GUY'S 
mates) we had Just aDout glyen 

up. The air was smoot.h, so the 
trikes came out agaln. These 
found some good light thenna1 
sources so it was "one 1 ast 

, " I tow before we pack up. 
hooked ali ttl e one and stayed 
with it (or one of its "mates") 
for about 1 hour. Although I 
di dn' t get any hi gher than 
2,000 ft AGL, it was good fo r 
10 km. Guy Hubbard managed to 
stay with one and very slowly 
rose to about 5,500 AMSL and, 
as it was drifti ng towards hi s 
home, rode it out for about 30 
km. 

tows to 2,000 ft above 1 aunch For those of you who haven't 
in the strong souther1y/sout~- seen or flown over the NSW 
westerly wind. I was the flrst central plains, it is hard to 
away, after getting a good describe. It's just like 100k
steady thermal to cloud base i ng down onto a patch-work 
(6,000 AMST) after my second coloured map. Most paddocks 
tow. Two and a quarter hours are about 2 km square, with 
later and 80 kms away, I sur- trees only along the boundary 
rendered to gravi ty and the roads or fences. Landi ng pad
call of the Tommi ng1 ey Pub. docks are EVERYWHERE, so there 

are no prob1 ems about attempt
Guy Hubbard took the X-wind ing that low saving thenna1. 
route to the Parkes Golf Club Houses and roads, although 
and landed in the car park - . well spread out, are regularly 
"So as not to disturb any spaced. The locals are the 
golfers and to be close to the friendly "outback Austral ians" 
bar' '" - about 16 km. Paul that you rarely meet in the 
Hubbard and Deni s Gil bert a1 so coastal cities. 
had nice flights "over the 
back" to~ard the Parkes/ 
Condobolin Road. 

Nest morning after clearing 
the frost oft' the gl i ders, the 
"tri kes" came out to enj oy ~he 
smooth windless early alr. 
The v~ry heavy inversion put 
pai d to any X-country gl i di ng 
during the day, as the thermals 
weren't going very high or very 
quickly. More trikeing that 
afternoon and again on ~onday 
morning when I took a temp. 
trace".' The trace indicated 
light thermals after 12./30 -

CONTEST - SEMINAR DATES: 

Dec 22 - Dec 26: Practice days 
& seminars. 

Dec 27 - Dec 31) 
) Contest Days 

Jan 2 - Jan 6 ) 
Jan 1: Open day (recovery!) 

1.00 pm to about 6,000 ~t .AMSL 
~ ____________________________ JL_-~n~0~t_e~x~c_e_1_1e_n_t~, __ b_ut __ p_r_o_ml_S_l_n_g_. _________________________________ ~' 
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Charger circuit (compliments 
of IAN REES) 
For 2 x 6 Volt 1.2 AH in 
parall el 

"ON AIR". 
Charge current 300 rnA (max) 
per battery 
Charge voltage 7.4 V 

by Ray Jackson 

With the advent, and increas
ing popularity, of towing it 
is becomi ng necessary for a 
radio to become standard equip
ment for most pil ots. I have 
observed that many seasoned 
pilots are using Tandy hand
held units or similar. For 
those of you considering the 
purchase of a CB radio I 
thought I might bring an alter
native system to your notice. 
Several pilots down south are 
using this radio and are 
finding it to be a simple and 
cost-effective means of 
communication. 

The radio: 
D1Ck Smith miniature 40 
channel PPL with 
microphone (Model ST 8205) 
Price: approx. $100 
Dimensions: 

175mm x 120mm x 37mm 

Batteri es: 
2 x Exide RE 
(Recombination Electro
lyte) 6 Volt 1.2 AH 
Price: approx. $10 each 
Dimensions: 

97mm x 25mm x 57.5mm 
OR: 1 x Exide RE 12 Volt 

1.2 AH (97mmX48mmX57mm) 

I would suggest the two six 
volt batteries, as they may be 
charged from your car battery 
(individually or both in 
parallel) . 

Parts list: 
Resistors 
1 x 220 OHM (l/4 Watt) 
1 x 1 K " " 
1 x 680 " 
1 x 1 " (1/2 Watt) 
1 x 500 " Trim Pot 
1 x 2N2222A Transistor 
1 x in4001 Diode 
1 x Red LED 
1 x LM317T Voltage Reg 

I LM Front 
317T 

Adj Out In 

I 

Bottom 

2N2222A 

IN4co, 
IN LM OUI 

o-------..:..:..::......j S 17,. r=-=-.:.---<f'------.-----Iw--~, 

+ 

/;( V 

Su-pp}.-1' . 

(C-IC1 . WC1HT"E.~ c 
$""00 
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The batteries must be in 
parallel to be charged and in 
series (to give 12 Volts) to 
operate the radio. A simple 
way of doing this is to wire 
.the plug as follows (use 5 PIN 
DIN plugs or the like). 

Batteries 
~ 
-T -----------------

1 
2 
3 
4 

1 
I 

+, 
-=1 ... __ --' 

Male plug 
from radio 

Male plug 
from charger 

IOOO",F 

~s" 

12.\1 

Seperate pins of plug 

+ 
Radio 

link (parallel batteries) 

; .~ 
3 
4 

--------' 

Charger 
+ 

LM111K 

Co 

Spring loaded wall 
clips for brooms may 
to attach the mi c 
control bar. 

mounting 
be used 
to your 

Unfortunately I can take 
this 

bunny 
1 i ttl e credi t for 
"system". 1'm just the 
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STANWELL SNIPPETS 

First the good news. The 
Minister for Aviation, Mr 
Beazley announced recently 
that Darkes Forest was exc1 u
ded from the short 1 i st of 
sites for the second Sydney 
airport. A sigh of relief 
fall s over the Stanwe11 Park 
hang-g1 i di ng communi ty, not to 
mention the rest. Darkes 
Forest is only 5 km from the 
escarpment, and any hang
gliding in the vicinity would 
almost certainly be outlawed. 
I t appears that what i nf1 uen
ced Mr Beaz1 ey and hi s bevy of 
experts against Darkes Forest 
is precisely the weather and 
geography whi ch makes it an 
outstanding hang-gliding site. 
The 1 i ft comi ng up the escarp
ment creates low level cloud 
and a sizeable rotor to dump 
right in the vicinity of take
off. While we would like to 
think that our protests had 
some effect, I think it can 
all be put down to the weather. 

An airport at Wilton mi ght 
present some restrictions on 
hang-gliding, particularly 
towards the Wo110ngong end of 
the escarpment. The current 
radius of controlled airspace 
from Mascot comes in at Garie 
Beach, ie 26 kms. A similar 
radius at Wil ton will come in 
at Coa1c1iff. The closest 
point of the Wilton site to 
the escarpment is 22 kms at 
Sublime Points, and that is 
outside the new ANO restric
tion of 16 kms within which we 
are not allowed to fly. But at 
1 east it is far enough away to 
allow us to make some repre
sentations to preserve our ai r 
space in the event that Wi 1 ton 
is preferred over Badgery' s 
Creek. 

Recent discussions with the 
Dept. of Aviation about flying 
at Stanwe11 Park have come up 
with fruitful sol ution. Under 
the present ANO, hang-gliders 
are supp10sed to fly no closer 
than 300 ft vertical and 100 
metres horizontal from persons 
on the ground. Th is is a regu
lation with which it is impos
sible to comply at Stanwe11, 
and for that matter most other 
coastal sites. The HGFA is 
currently negotiating with the 
Dept. to incorporate more real
istic separation distances in 
the new ANO. In the meantime 
we applied for a concession 
under the existing one. That 
concession has now come through 
and we are permi tted to fly 50 
ft vertical and 20 metres hori-
zontal from persons on the 
ground. That at least makes 
top landing legal. However, 
one condition of that conces-
sionis that ALL LANDING ON 
TOP OF BALD HILL IN ANyTHING 
OTHER THAN THE DESIGNATED 
LANDING AREAS Is TOTALLy 
PROHIBITED! !). That means 
there can be no 1 andi ng on the 
poi nt of the hi 11 east of the 
monument. Sorry about that, 
but they insi sted on thi s. We 
will also be required to put 
up appropriate signs around 

get enough people complaining 
more and more restrictions on 
us will be imposed. Apart 
from that, the ranger has indi
cated that he mi ght very well 
prosecute anyone who 1 ands in 
the park from now on. You 
have been warned! 

The annual club elections are 
held on the first Sunday of 
~ecember at the monthly meet
lng. As I have been in the 
job for some six years as sec
retary, the time has come for 
someone e1 se to take over and 
inject some new ideas and en
thusiasms down this way If 
anyone is wi 11 i ng to make a 
takeover bi d, come along to 
the next meeting at 19 Stan
well Avenue. Any such bi dis 
guaranteed to be successful. 

Kieran Tapsell 
(Secretary) 

BUY MY 'MAGIC BOX' V,B. 
SYSTEM FOR $750 & GET 
THIS SWIFT 170 FREE !! 

the top landing area, and this !.:::::-:_ •••• 
is being organized. ~ 

The Counc il ranger at Stanwe 11 
Park has a1 so mentioned that a 
number of pilots are landing 
in the park, and not in the 
designated landing area on the 
beach. He tell s me that he has ' 
had a number of complaints 
from members of the public and 

being an old hang-gliding pio
neer himself, he knows pretty 
well what gliders can and 
can't do. So please be care-
ful about that because if you 

Yes folks! A green & white SWI FT -
complete with trail ing edge CO llP

ensation,NEW luff I ines,NEW ki ng 
post,NEW base bar & ultratigh t 
sa i I wi th 'COMET' battens - FR_E 
with the purchase of a 'Magic Box' 
HURRY! only one available. Ph ne 
MARTYN (02) 2903066 -w 302215 -h 

, 
/ 

______________________________________________________________________ 1 ____ __ 
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STANWELL SNIPPETS 

- .. ' , 

The summer season has started with avengeance. On Saturday 

6th . October , we had 106 gliders. On Sunday 14th October, we had 

85. On both days the beach was crowded, and conditions occasionally 

went light forcing people to the beach . To add to theproblem we 

had about )0 Novice's on both days . Not all were capable of landing 

in the correct area and gliders were landing all up and down the 

beach. A report has gone to the Council from the beach inspectors. 

If we want to keep the concessions that have been painstakingly ' 

negotiated with the Wollongong Council and the Department of Aviation 

over the years we are going to have to be very careful that events 

of those two weekends are not repeated. 

Stanwell Park is, and has always been a P.R.3 site. No Int

mediate rating, no fly, unless a '~ertified instructor has given the 

P.R.2 pilot a red streamer with the name of the school and a number 

on it. A red streamer does not mean an old piece of cloth or a 

baton bag. It is meant for two things. First to give safety officers 

some indication that the particular school considers the pilot 

capable of flying (and landing) at Stanwell Park in good conditions. 

Secondly to indicate to other pilots that there is an inexperienced 

pilot about to give them more room to move. While a baton bag is 

O.K. for the second reason it is utterly useless for the first. 

Therefore in future, no official streamer, no fly. 

Novice pilots who have official red streamers must contact 

a safety officer before setting up. And on weekends, don't be 

surprised if you are not allowed tofly. ON days when the lift is 

strong and there are few people on the beach, there will be no 

problem. On other days, when the lift is weak and there are people 

on the beach, you will not be allowed to fly at all. The red 

streamer system is a concession. If it is abused the concession will 

simply be wi thdrawn . Nov i ce pilo ts will also have to bring their 

log books with them as well. 

At the last meeting of the Stanwell Park Club a resolution 

was passed that red streamer pilots are not allowed to go further 
north than the nob or further west than the railway tunnel. Nor 

are they allowed to attempt tocross the gap to Mt. Mitchell. This 

arises after a number of pilots "lost it" around Bulgo and Hellhole. 

Sorry to be so heavy about all this, but unless we get 

heavy at this end, Wollongong Council and the Dept. of Aviation 

are going to put more and more restrictions on us. 

Now for more important things. Since Stanwell is the main 

Sydney hang gliding site, we feel that the Club should have a 

wider membership than those who happen to reside there. In order 

to make it more attractive for Sydney pilots to attend meetings, 

we have decided Lohold the December meeting at the Heathcote Hotel 

at 8-00 p.m. on Wednesday 5th. December. All those who are interested 

in joining are most welcome. 

Kieran Tapsell 

(Secretary) 

NOTE:This important item from the Stanwel I Park club was a very late inclusion. 
-Ed. 

------- - ----- -

Southern 
Hang ~g 
Club _/~ 

This popular institution 

sti 1 1 meets regularly on 

the first Tuesday of each 

month ...... . 

Where you can .... . 

Corner a Safety Officer 

and get rated. 

Ask advice. 

Hear the latest gossip. 

Have a good time. 

..... ALL AT THE 'ANCHOR 

AND HOPE', 481 CHAPEL ST. 

RICHMOND(MELBOURNE). 

... ON THE FIRST TUESDAY 

OF EACH MONTH. 

SEE YOU IN THE 'BUGATTI 

ROOM' . 

The NORTHERN BEACHES HANG 

GLIDING CLUB gets together 

in the room adjoining the 

"CAPTAIN'S CABIN" bar,at 

the ROYAL ANTLER HOTEL, 

Pittwater Road,Narrabeen, 

from 7.30 p.m. on the first 

Tuesday of each month. 

Sl ides,videos,guest speakers 

and tall stories are thrown 

about in an ideal opportunity 

to get legless in good comp

any.ALL WELCOME!! 
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QUEENSLAND HANG GLIDING ASSOCIATION 
P.o. BOX 212, MORN1NGS1DE, BR1SBANE, O. 4170 

NOTICE TO ALL t~EMBERS! 
The Annual General Meeting of 
QHGA wi 11 be held on Saturday 
30th March, 1985 at 7.30 pm. 
Venue to be announced. The 
purpose of the meeti ng wi 11 be 
presentati on of reports and 
the election of officers and 
general committee members. 
Under the guidelines of our 
constitution, half elections 
are to be held every two years. 
The following positions are 
therefore decl ared vacant and 
nominations called for: 

Executive Committee: 

Each candidate for election 
shall be a fi nanci al member of 
QHGA and shall be nominated in 
writing, signed by the propo
ser and seconder, each of whom 
shall be financial voting mem
bers of QHGA. Each nomination 
shall be endorsed with the con
sent of the candi date to stand 
and be duly signed by him. 

Nomi nati on Fonn: 
I (name) ........ (address) .... , 
being a financial member of 
QHGA hereby nomi nate (name) 
(address) for the position of 

i ... i ~~~~ ) : : : : : : : i ~dd ~~~ ~ ) : : : : . , 
second the above nomination. 
I (name) ....... hereby accept 
the nomination for the above 
posi ti on. 

their cars on top of flyers 
assembling their gliders. 

There was an inci dent where a 
flyer who was perfonning ma
noeuvres close to the tree 
tops did not allow enough ~afe
ty margi n and found h1mself 
fi nnly entangl ed in the 1 ee 
side of one of these trees. Not 
that this was any great con
cern, both gl i der and pi 1 ot 
were in good order. However, 
he did manage to disturb a 
1 arge green ants ne~t ~nd 
these small creatures 1mmed1 a-
tely mounted an attack uP9n 
him and this is where the gll
der di d not fare so well. In 
hi s urgency to be removed from 
these pests he had the other 
flyers, who had arrived by now, 

cut the bottom wi res and pull 
the kite out of its predica
ment. With a few other parts 
to repl ace he shoul d be flyi ng 
soon. Once again this is a 
case of pilot error. 
Safe Flyi ng! Vi ce Presi dent 

Secretary 
Treasurer 

All nominations to be received~ _____________ ~P~e~t~e~r~E~d~w~a~rd~s~ 
by QHGA last post on 31-12-84. 

General Committee: 
3 extra members 

Heather McA" an 
QHGA 

A working bee was held to ready 
the site for the Cairns. Compo 
and this included the 1nstal-
lation of a ladder up one .of 
the overlooking trees Wh1Ch 
should give a commanding view 
of events. As well as the regu,,) 

'~1 1 ar mowi ng, Nev has. cleared a 
-=~=~~~~~.~------- large area for park1ng, hope

____ C_A_I_R_N_S_'.....I\ HANG GUDING CLUB fully solving that problem .we 
had last year. The -troph1es 

CAIRNS CORNER 

Thi s idyll i c tropi cal weather 
whi ch we have been enj oyi ng 
for the past few weeks has 
resul ted in some very qui et 
times as far as flyi ng at 
Rex ' s is concerned. However, 
the Gilles has been flown 
quite frequently; as for de
tai 1 s about these fl i ghts 
i nfonnation is scarce but I am 
aware that some have been 1 an
di ng over the back and others 
have been worki ng the southern 
ri dge. 
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for the Compo have been collec
ted and were shown to the mem
bers at the last meeting; the~e 
combined with others suppl1ed 
by CUB shoul d make some people 
happy. 

Fred Stokes hs been doi ng some 
work at the Rex take-off, im
proving this still further. By 
carefully J eve" i ng the set up 
area he has now made it very 
easy for anyone to assemble 
their glider, then move to the 
take-off. There has been an 
added benefit; the levell i ng 
has resul ted ina 20cm drop by 
the road side, thus making it 
difficult for onlookers to park 

As we approach a new flying 
season and move inland en 
masse, there is one cardinal 
rule to remember: never go 
through a closed gate and 
leave 1t open! We have lost 
the use of important flying 
sites through this type of 
carelessness in the past. The 
time taken to carry out this 
task, is insignificant when 
compared to the possible out
come of neglect. There are a 
number of new sites in the 
site book which will be unfa
miliar to many pilots, so do 
the , right thing. 



Also, as we spend less time 
thinking about flying and more 
time actually flying we tend 
to neglect the condition of 
our gl i ders and in the rush to 
catch those thermals we've 
been dreaming about all summer, 
you could easily skip over a 
rusty bolt or kinked rigging 
wire etc. during your pre
flight. So if you're not 100% 

confident with the condition 
of your glider, check it out 
now. Remember your glider is 
only as strong as its weakest 
point. 

VIC Editor - Don Rottman 

HANG GLIDERS 
ASSOCIATION 

OF WESTERN AUSTR A LlA 
H.G.A.WA. P.O. BOX 84 DOUBlEVIEW 6018 W.A. 

Well fliers, it looks as though summer is well on its way. Local coastal sites have been 
fairly quiet , much to the disappointment, I'm sure , of our newly fledged. (don't give up 
guys, it'll pick up) . 

However, our not so local sites (Mt. Bakewell and Albany) are beginning to work , with 
some fliers having a few good flights for this time of year. 

The Sept/ Oct. long weekend at Albany proved to be good fun, with a fair sized turnout 
of country and metro fliers (good to see the Collie Crew again). 

As you're all probably aware, the winter storms that lashed Albany last month, have 
dramatically changed Shelley Beach. There was still enough room for about twenty five 
hang glider pilots and friends at the camping area, but the relatively safe beach landing 
is no more. 

Instead of the beach being one long wide expanse, it is now divided by a rock groyne 
about fifteen feet high - thus making a long glide-in approach impossible. 

This site is only rated NOV i ce ,so a word of warning to any inexperienced or rusty 
pilots wishing to use Shelleys as a yippee jump site ... be extremely careful! Experienced 
pilots have commented on beach landing qeing fairly hazardous, with special reference 
to big surf, rock groynes, over ocean approaches and a narrow beach! 

The relatively mild surf at Lowlands (another SE site) claimed, unfortunately , an inexper
ienced glider pilots kite on the same weekend. Luckily for the pilot, he was able to retieve 
the remnants, and escape unharmed. Accidents do happen and I'm sure this pilot would 
only to soon explain the dangers of water landing. 

Closer to home, Mt. Bakewell has been turning it on (with SE winds at 15-20 knots) for 
a high proportion of September. Some lucky pilots have reported thermals in the vicinity 
of 1200' up (max), not bad for this time of year. 

The Sept. meeting proved good fun. with a raffle prize of a dinner for two at the 
Karrinyup Tavern. valued at $30.00 being one. (many thanks to Graham Eaggart). 

The W.A. logo (a black swan, precariously poised on an 'A' frame) may be replaced pend
ing designs and a majority vote. Any members wishing to send in their logo design would 
be most appreciated (especially by me). As I said all entries would be equally represented 
alongside the 'swan' -the best entry wins (no prize just a sense of personal pride 
and achievement). ' 

Other club changes include the re-rating of Mt. Bakewell SE take-off to I ntermed i ate 
with safety officer approval. A special note to potentialPR8 Bakewell fliers .. DO NOT 
go to Mt. Bakewell without a safety officer. Incorrect behaviour will not be tolerated. 

As you're all aware, we are now the proud owners of a club house, however we haven't 
anywhere to put it. Could you all keep your eyes and ears open for a suitable location 
(somewhere in the Bakewell corridor). 

On a lighter note, all of those pilots intent on bending th e i r gliders will be pleased 
to know that a spare parts factory (for all gliders) will soon be in operation in W.A. 
For further information come to the next meeting .. the last Monday in October. 

Finally, I'd like to thank all those who have been helping with the training school and 
those associated with fund raising and height clearance approval. 

To our country members, great to see you all again ... we'd love to here and see more 
of you. 
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SOARING 
SEMINAR 

ORGANISED BY V,H,G,A 

22-1!-84 
Dr G.Murphy 

Ms.M.Conn. 
Peter Lissenburg , 

BASICS 
Theory of safetJ 

"First aid 
Glider Maintenance 

"27th RIDGE SOARING 
John Murby. Aerodynamics 

Wes Hill. Theory of ridge tift 

28th THERMAL SOARING " (basic) 
Aerodynamics John Murby. 

John Reynoldson. 
Stu Davies. 

29th ADVANCED 
John Reynoldson. 

Stu Davies-

Thermal development 
Flying in thermals 

THERM~LING 
Thermal develo{}ment 
Cross Co~ntr~ 

FLYING WEEKEND 
Gavin Hill. Soaring %nd Dec 

John Murby.} 
Don Rottman. 
For more information 

PRELIMINARY NOTICE 

NSWHGA ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEET! NG 

Put a note in your diaries.The 
1985 A.G.M will be held on Fri
day,February 1st,1985 at Sports 
House,Gloucester Street,Sydney, 
starting at 8 p.m. sharp ! 
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contact 

Thermaling 1,2 Dec 

Peter Lissenburg 
52A-Z304. 

REMINDERS 

Send in your nominations for pos
itions on the 1985 N.S.W.H.G.A 
Executive Committee. (See Octob
er SKYSA I LOR) . 

ALSO ... please contact the present 
N.S.W Comm it tee i f you wis h to 
nominate for the 1985 H.G.F.A 
Executive .Again,see last month's 
SKYSAILOR. 

EDITORIAL 

! We 11 ,he re it is .. Sp ring aga i n - when a 
young pilot's thoughts turn to buzzing 

I about on coastal ridges and waffl ing 
' around in thermals. This coming summer 

promises to be an outstanding soaring 
: season,with the development of relat-
: ively safe towing methods giving us the 
, scope to at last uti 1 ise the fantastic I cross-country potential of the flat-
I 1 ands. 

i However,any optimism concerning this 

I
, summer must be tempered by the pros

pect of serious safety problems arising 

I 
from the sheer numbers of relatively in
experienced new pilots being churned out 
by the professional schools. 

I 
The prob l em is that,while the schools do 
a good job of teaching basic gl ider-oper
ation skills,real flying skills such as 
crowd flying,can only come through exp-
erience and common sense.The ideal sit
uation would be for new pilots to devel
op their soaring skills at less populat
ed sites before moving on to overcrowd
ed sites 1 ike Stanwell or Long Reef.Un
fortunately this seldom happens and the 
hapless Novice is thrown in at the deep 
end and spends most of his/her time 
wondering how to avoid all these maniacs 
who are trying to crash into him/her. 

Because it is not commercially viable 
for most professional instructors to 
provide the required level of support 
and advice to overcome this problem,a 
great deal of responsibil ity falls onto 
Safety Officers and experienced pilots 
to provide the necessary guidance.There 
is nothing to gain from simply bitching 
about "P.R.2 turkeys" to your mates on 
the hill ,nor from heaping abuse on the 
puzzled offender.A friendly bit of ad
vice and encouragement is usually all 
that is required. 

If,as a new pilot,you find yourself in 
the position of being thrust into con
gested skies,it's a good idea to spend 
some time before takeoff just watching 
the gl iders in the air and trying to pick 
out their soaring patterns.That waY,when 
you do takeoff,you will at least have 
some idea of how to fit in. 

Safe soaring •...•. Christoph; 

N.S.W.COMP.NEWS 

INTERMEDIATE COMPETITIONS I!! 

Part 1 .. STANWELL PARK,first week
end of December{lst and 2nd).Just 
turn up on the day at 8 a.m. 

Part 2 .. BYRON BAY 

Ian Hird is organising a 4-day 
Intermediate Camp.at Byron Bay 
commencing FRIDAY,DECEMBER 14th. 
(Note: it is not necessary to enter 
both the Stanwell and Byron comp.s) 

Anyone interested should contact 
Ian by writing to : 
BYRON BAY SKYSURFERS H.G.C. 
King ' s Road,FEDERAL 2480 
or phone 066-884203 

****** .. '; .... ***** .. '; 
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nsw 
SKYTREK SABRE 177 (P.K 4) 
Excellent condition. Pilot buying Sabre 166. 
$1800.00. Phone Wayne Coil ison (049) 22175 

MOYES 170 GT (P.R 3) 
Yel low and orange. 
condition. Make me 
Sydney. 

Twelve months 
an offer~ Wi II 

old. Good 
deliver to 

Phone Denis Gi Ibert (065) 72 4870 

U.L.F.S. SWIFT 170 (P.R 3) 
Green and wh i te wi th new I uff lines, base bar 
and king post. Sail recenty overhauled by 
Kevin Mitchell tight as a drum! Special 
feature - a IIMagic Box ll V.B system fitted by 
Brian Fimmel I. Only $750.00. 
Phone Martyn (02) 290 3066 (Work). 

SKYTREK GYRO I 80 (P.R I) 
Green L/E. Yellow with white mainsail. Flies 
well. Excellent condition. Includes medium 
Moyes cocoon harness. $1100.00 o.n.o. 
Phone (042) 84 9771 

UN I VERS I TY OF NSW I-\NI(i GL ID I I'(; CLUB I S TURN I I'(; 
OVER ITS GLIDERS FOR NEW OOES. aJRRENTLY AVAIL
ABLE ARE: 

- MOYES MARS 170 (P.R I), 6 months old. 
Blue L.E., yellow U.S., white T.E. Low hours. 
Pilot weight 55 kg (9 stone) and up. $1200.00. 

- SKYTREK GYRO 160 (P.R 
Go I d L. E. , ye I I ow U . S . , 
condition. Pilot weight 
stone). $1200.00 

1),6 months 
wh i te T. E. 

up to 70 kg 

old. 
Mi nt 

( II 

- SKYTREK BANDIT 180 (P.R I), one of last 
b u i I t ( I 98 I ) . Lt -b I u e wit h red and 0 ran g e 
split panel on tips. Sail redone by sailmaker 
so really clean. Air-frame rebuilt with new 
bolts, A-frame and keel. Battens re-shaped. 
F u I I s e r vic e ( not c r ash e d ) h a r d I y f I own sin c e . 
$700.00 

- MOYES S.P. MAXI (190) (P.R I) 
New luff lines and aluminium battens. Quick 
set-up. Certified by HCMA. White and purple. 
Good condition. Light easy handling glider, 
intermediate predecessor to mars. $400.00. 

- SKYTREK PtWITCJ.1 170 (P. R 3) 
Do ubi e sur f ace s pee d rna chi n e good for 
X-country. $190.00. 

All gliders maintained in good condition by 
Mo yes emp loy e e us i n g c I u b fun d s , sot her e i s 
no slack work. 
Ian Cummings (02) 398 5450 (am) 387 5114 (wk) 
Trevor Gardner (02) 6656581 

MOYES GTS 170 (P.R 3) 
Ye I I ow un d e r sur f ace, temp e r cot e I e a din g e d g e . 
White top surface and white sandwich trailing 
edge, with VB and fairing on king post. 
II Perf 0 rma nee P Ius II g lid e r i n ye r y goo d con d i -
tion. $1550 with pitch connection thrown in. 
Phone Joe Scott (065) 52 4800 (B.H.) or 
(65) 66 6843 (weekends) 

ULFS SWIFT 170 (P.R3) 
Orange leading edge. Good condition. Low air 
time. Original batten profiles. $700 o.n.o. 
Phone (042) 94 1635 

MOYES GT 170 (P.R 3) 
Wh i t e temp e r cot e L . E . 
Wh i t e t r a iii n g e d g e . 

royal blue undersurface. 
Light blue keel pocket. 

Exce II ent hand ling and in good condition. 
$1400.00 
Phone Tony Masters (02) 300 0172 

MOYES MARS (P. R I) 
Re d , I i g h t b I u e , wh i t e . Ve r y goo d con d i t ion . 
$1 100. 
Bob Barnes (065) 54 0416 

MOYES MARS 170 (P.R I) 
18 months old. White, gold and red. Full mylar 
leading edge. FI ies 'very well. $1050.00. 
Phone Trevor (02) 982 3290 

SKYTREK PROBE 175 (P.R 3) 
Wh i te wi th red L/E and kee I pocket. Exce I lent 
conditon. A glider for the perfectionist. 
$1200 o.n.o. 
Phone (02) 449 6637 

MOYES MEGA 2 (P. R I) 
White mainsail, blue tips and leading edge. 
Ex c e I len t con d i t ion, use d as t r a i n i n g g lid e r 
at Stanwel I. Sacrificed at $600 for quick 
sa Ie. 
Ph: Brian Cheesman (042) 94 2976 

MOYES MARS 170 (P.R I) 
White mainsai I, orange leading edge. Clean 
condition, low hours. Includes cocoon harness, 
hang loops, A.S.I. Complete $1200. 
Ph: Brian Cheesman (042) 94 2976 

SKYTREK PROBE 165 (P.R 3) 
Orange and white. Good condition. $1100. 
Ph: M. Cotts (049) 52 6420 

MITCHELL WII'(; /B-IO (P . R 4) 

Wing completed ready to cover. Constructed 
from kit. Wi I I sel I at cost price $2,300. 
B-IO tricycle undercarriage also available. 
Phone Alan Mayhew (03) 25 3289 (A.H.) 

MOYES MEGA II (P.R I) 

Ex c e I len tis t g lid e r . F lie sex t r erne I y we I I . 
Very good condition. Rainbow colour. $800.00 
Phone Mark (03) 439 6282 (A.H.) 

(03) 63 3270 (B.H.) 

continued page 25 
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LEITER TO MIKE SABIN 

Dear Mike, 

read your towing article in the August 

"Skysailor" and noticed a couple of points you 
rna y h a v e 0 v e rio 0 ked I tho ugh t I' d me n t ion 

them to you - might be of interest. 

I. Re: Conmunication of towing signals via OIC 
operated flags: Ear Ii er in the year, when we 

s tar ted tow i n gat Da r k an, we i nit i a I I y t r i e d 
using flags but found that during the heat of 

the day, the heat shinmer (mirage) over the 
s t rip rna d e i t imp 0 55 i b let 0 see f I a g s i g n a I s 

from 400 metres - let alone 600 or 800 metres. 
CB radios are much safer. We use the Denis 

Cunmings procedure with individual CB's (one 
per glider). If there is a shortage of CB's, 

the OIC could do the signal I ing and the relay 
pilot instructions and if necessary abort the 

take-off. 

2. Re: Dropping the rope (due to a crosswind 
tow) over the winch rope. We use the "laying 

off" method to stop (minimise) "the rope 
caught in the trees along the runway routine." 
After effecting take-off and stabi I ising 
(100'-150'), roll the kite into the wind and 

tow up the upwind side of the strip. My obser-
vations of this technique are that, (i) it 

should not be practised by inexperienced 
p i lot s 0 r p i lot s wit h lit tie 0 r not ow i n g 

experience, and (ii) it works well in relative
ly stable/smooth air. But as I have only I imit
ed exper i ence towi ng in therma I condt ions, I 
cannot reconmend it for X-C days - mi ght be 

tricky! Just one point on laying off; because 
the kite is not flying in the direction of the 

t ow for c e s, c limb rat e s wi I I not be ash i g has 
flying "down the rope" we increase the 

pressure. We have only had one weak link 
failure during our "laid off" tows. 

Oh yes - one final point - we don't use a 100' 
leader. Our weak link is attched to a 6" 
leader right at the bridle release. We have 
had weak I ink fai lures both before and just 
aft e r t a k e -0 f f a s we I I a sat the top 0 f the 

tow and had absolutely no problem with -the 
bridle snapping back at the pilot. Mind you, 

we use pre-stretched yachting rope. Apart 
from the advantage of not having to worry 

about the possible accidents caused by an 
entang I ed leader, check i ng the weak link is 

easy (and done before each f light) and is not 
dragged on the ground whi 1st draggi ng the rope 

back. 

SKYSAILOR Page 25 

Re: The weak link check. We check for frayed 
s t ran d s AND wh e the r 0 r not the I 00 P s ma kin g up 

the link are twisted. We discovered that our 
weak link became a STRONG link if the strands 

become twisted. Our weak link breaks between 
175 and 220 Ibs - generally 200 Ibs. However, 
wi th twi sted strands, we put our gauge off the 

dial (265 Ibs) and still didn't break the weak 
link . To combat this, we use a piece of 1/2" 

poly hose (garden) to completely cover the 
weak I ink - the knots of the two rope and the 

leader being janmed into the pipe (hose). 
Th i s co v e r wi I I a Iso pro t e c t you r we a k lin k 

during the "dragging back" procedure . 

Hope may have been of assistance - please 
I et me know if you have any ideas or con
structive criticism you think may be of value 
to us. 

Good Towing, 

Jeno P) 

) 

.•. from page 24 

qld 
MOYES MISSILE 180 (P.R 3) 
Whi te top sai I, red undersurface, black 
leading edge. "As new". Sail in excellent 

condition. Will transport. 
- 10 stone weakl ing trading 
$850 (negotiable) 

Suit heavier pilot 
up! 

Greg Tanner (07) 370 2873 

Ln-IC (P.R 4) 
As featured in "Skysailor" (Sept. '83). This 
is a foldable "Mitchell Wing/B-IO". Would make 

perfect wing for ultralight or trike or good 
hang gl ider for experienced rigid wing pi lot. 
$15000.n.o. 
For more info & 
stamped envelope 
Close, Mooloolaba, 

photos, send 

to MAHLOAKES , 
QLD 4557. 

self-addressed 

30 Coorumbong 

KASPERWING 180BX (Powered Ultralight) 
18 months old. Fully enclosed pod. P/B 

electric start. 5 gal. streamlined tank. 
Claimed 12:1 L/D. V.G.C. $5,750 o.n.o. 
Phone Peter Reed (075) 33 3612. 

EXTRA N.S.W. 

MOYES G.T 170 (P.R.3) Blue L/E,gold U/S.Exce11-
ent condition. Includes single French Connection. 
(This was not the "Leg Loops" gl ider!) $1375 
Phone Adam (02) 484888 

SKYTREK PROBE 1 (165) (P.R.3) Rainbow colours. 
$1100. Phone Val (02) 6941155(H) 
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MOYES DELTA GLIDERS PTY. LTD. 
173 Bronte Road, Waverley, Sydney, N.S. W. 2024. Australia . Tel: (02) 387·5114 

• • •• Leading The World In 
Glider Technolqgy 

Hang 

•••• 

CALL INTO THE FACTORY OR CONTACT YOUR NEAREST AUTHORISED "MOYES" DEALER . ... 

**NEW SOUTH WALES** 

AERIAL TECHNICS 
42 STANWELL AVE, 
STANWELL PARK 2290 
042-942545 

AIRBORNE SCHOOL OF HANG GLIDING 
280 CHARLESTOWN ROAD, 
CHARLESTOWN 2290 
049-439599 

CLOUDBASE 
BLACKHORSE FARM,HUME HIGHWAY 
SUTTON FOREST 2577 
048-789274 

STEVE HAGNEY 
29 THE PARADE, 
NORTH HAVEN 2443 
065-599605 

NEIL MERSHAM 
P.O BOX 126, 
BYRON BAY 2481 
066-857854 

CRAIG WORTH 
c/-p.o BLACKHEAD 
NSW 2430 
062-592713 

**OTHER STATES** 

QUEENSLAND 

RICHARD NEVINS 
12 Gale Street . 
SOUTHPORT 4215 
075-324874 

PETER EDWARDS 
36 Karwin Street 
BAYVIEW HEIGHTS 
CAIRNS 4870 
070-545207 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

ROSS WILKINSON 
14 Pr i ce Ave 
LOWER MITCHUM 5062 
08-2763134/2250111 X5960 

NEW ZEALAND 

KEVIN MURDOCH 
154 Papanu i Road 
CHR I STCHURCH 1 
559829 

VICTORIA 

WESLEY HILL 
15 Heather Ave 
ASHWOOD 3147 
03-2777942 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

ROY BRIERLEY 
12 Traylen Road 
BAYSWATER 6053 
09-2714370 

A.C. T. 
BRETT FREEBODY 
84 Mugga Way 
REDHILL 2603 
062-957434 



ABOVE: WHO SAYS HANG GLIDING 
IS A YOUNG PERSONS SPORT? 
(SEE PAGE 1) 
LEFT: READ BRETT FREEBODY'S 
ACCOUNT OF AN AMAZING HANG 
GLiDING TREK THROUGH THE 
HIMALAYAS,(PAGE 3) 
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CLOUDBASE 

SOUTHERN 

HIGHLANDS 

AIRSHOW 

SATURDAY 27th OCTOBER 10am - 5pm 

BOWRAL FLIGHT CENTRE AIR STRIP 

Moss Vale Road Burradoo 

ON DISPLAY 

latest in hang gliding and triking equipment 

demonstrations of auto & trike tow launch systems 

trike flights spot landing contest 

tow launches available for qualified J equipped pilots 

.WORLD TEAM FUND RAISER 

come and chqt with team members 

ALL WELCOME 

for information 

PHONE 048-789274 
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HIMALAYAS '84. by Brett Freebody 

Here I sit in a silent room 
casting my mind back to the 
most magical and amazing 
experience of my life so far 
and from all reports, the 
other members of this Hima
layan expedition are left with 
similar memories. The expedi
tion was led by the one and 
only Ian Jarman and other 
members included Kate Gorsby, 
Jane Watson, Alaric 
( "LIMERICK") Gil es, Mark 
( "CHARLES" ) Jolly, Phi 1 
("NEPALESE") Noel and myself. 

After spending a couple of 
very exciting nights in 
Bangkok, with Phil narrowly 
escaping the clutches of one 
of the beautiful Thai ladies 
of the night, we climbed on 
board of another silver bird 
and fi na lly screamed into 
Kathmandu airport on SaturdaYl 
31 st March, in seari ng 30u 

temperatures. The Kathmandu 
valley is situated at 5,000 
feet above sea level with 
sheer 3-5000 ft footh ills 
guarding it on three sides 
with the great Himal ayas lyi ng 
about 35 kil ometers to the 
north. 

Having departed from the plane 
we were disappointed to find 
that vi si bi 1 i ty was reduced to 
about one mile due to strong 
hazes (common for springtime 
in Nepal). One thing we did 
notice was the atmospheric 
instability which was causing 
the sky to explode in toweri ng 
CU's. Speckled through this 
amazi ng vi ew was the wi dest 
array of hawks, Griffon 
vul tures and 1 ammergeyers 
(eagles) ever imaginable, 
rlSlng on invisible escalators 
into the lazy afternoon sky. 
After a basically hassle-free 
time at airport customs, it 
was out to those extraordinary 
Kathmandu streets filled with 
everything from the most in
tricate handicrafts to lepers 
and beggars. While taking a 
couple of days to adjust to 
the general living standards, 
Kathmandu to me proved to be 
the most interesting and 
mystical place I have ever 
visited. 
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(Part 1.) 
Monday 1 st was spent reas
sembling gliders and checking 
that all food, clothing and 
other provisions were accoun
ted for in preparation for the 
trek. After a seven hour bus 
trip the following day to a 
town called Pokhara, we set 
off on a three hour walk to 
our first 

soar for about 45 minutes. The 
rest of us launched shortly 
after, hopi ng to di scover that 
big thermal which Charles had 
missed. After an excellent 
take-off from Jane, she man
aged to score a great thermal, 
but after fail i ng to stay with 
it, bombed out. Jars, Phil , 
"L imerick" and myself all 

Brett Freebody working a 
thermal at DHAMPUS. 

flying site in the Suikhet qualified for team "bomb-out" 
valley. With sherpas preparing a~ we could only manage 10-15 
a great evening meal, seven mlnutes. 
weary travellers got an early 
night in anticipation of the 
following days flying. On 
awakeni ng to a perfect day, ,we 
started hiking to a small vil
lage called Dhampus, 2000 ft 
directly above our camp. 
Conditions looked promising by 
mi d-morn i ng wi th 5-1 2 mph 
cycles and cloud streets 
billowing out from the main 
range (only 18 km away). 

Mark ("Charles") Jolly was 
first to launch at midday and 
much to our surprise he man
aged to descend the first 
1,200 ft in remarkably fast 
time. Lucky for him, though, 
he managed to scratch onto a 
ri dge faci ng the anabati c 
valley flow and continued to 

The next day, while being a 
better flyi ng day for some, 
saw Jars come down with the 
first bout of "Delli-Belly". 
Ian, although feeling queasy, 
launched at 12.30 and flew as 
sweetly as a bri ck to the 
bottom in 10 mi n. Li meri ck and 
Charl es had some 1 uck, however 
as the main ridge became 
so arab 1 e for about 30 mi nutes. 
Both managed to score the odd 
thermal and sky out to about 
2,800 ft above landing. Phil 
was the only other successful 
candidate of the day and got 
to about 1,000 ft above 
launch. But this was to be his 
fi rst and only thermal and 
after topping out he drifted 
back to earth in a sprightly 



twelve minutes. The only 
response Ian could manage as 
we turned to him wi th tears of 
frustration was "You shoul d 
have been here 1 ast year". One 
consolation, however, was the 
waterfall which awaited us 
close to camp, so after the 
gl i ders were packed up, it was 
off to have a refreshing swim 
and sunbake in the intense 
afternoon sun. 

After a hearty breakfast the 
following morning we commenced 
the major part of our trek, 
which produced almost three 
weeks of hard but most re
warding walking, climbing and 
flying. The scenery was ever
changing as we walked through 
everything from rice-paddies 
to rainforests, sprinkled with 
rhododendrons. From our origi
nal starting point of 3,000 ft 
ASL we climbed to over 10,000 
ft (Poon Hill) during which 
the most magnificent views 
possible were to be enjoyed. 
From Poon Hi 11 one gazes into 
the vall ey of the Ka1 i Gandaki 
which is said to be the deep
est gorge in the world. It 
separates two of the world's 
largest mountain massifs 
- Dhou1agiri and Annapurna -
each of whi ch has a mai n peak 
of over 26,000 feet. The 
di stance between them is 22 
mi 1 es, and the bed of the 
river at its central point 
lies 19,000 feet below (not a 
bad sled ride by anyone's 
standards!). 

By the time we had reached our 
highest pOint, Jane was suf
fering from a mild dose of 
altitude sickness and Kate was 
also feeling minor chest pain. 
However, after camping at 
Ghorepani (9,000 ft ASL) for 
two days and re1 axi ng in thi s 
sub-a1 pi ne envi ronment both 
girls managed to regain their 
full strength. Days at thi s 
altitude started off clear and 
sunny, but by mid-afternoon 
thunderstorms blacked out the 
higher peaks with sleet and 
snow falling throughout our 
campsite. 

before takeoff in 
crowd at DHAMPUS. 

It was with high expectations 
that fi ve of us set out on the 
8th of April, hoping to be 
able to launch from Poon Hill. 
At take-off, a 5 knot tailwind 
predomi na ted between 10 knot 
cycles blowing up-face. Most 
of us were in two mi nds about 
flying, due to the altitude at 
whi ch take-off and 1 andi ng had 
to be performed and also the 
problem of landing in very 
tight and obstructed clear
ings. After Jars received a 
rather enormous reef up the 
backside on take-off, everyone 
else decided to give it away 
and merely remai ned intent on 
watching the red and white 
glider climb ever-upward 
aga i nst the western face of 
Annapurna. 

From a take-off of over 
10,000 ft ASL, Jars quickly 
found a consistent core with 
an easterly drift toward 
Annapurna. Ian was to soon 
encounter a problem as lenti
cular clouds forming at higher 
a1 titudes and a sudden weather 
change were causing extreme 
1 i ft. Wi th Jars now topped out 
at 17,000 ft and still in 
intense 1 ift, he dec i ded to do 
what every pi lot does once in 
a while - PULL THE BAR IN!. To 

P.O Box 103, THIRROUL 2515 

V ARIOMETERS 

Hummingbird VE- 10 ........ $250 

Ball 651 , audio vario/digital 

altimeter in padded bag .. $620 

(Warranty & service included . ) 

KWIK CLAMPS . .......•.•.•. $ 28 

ALTIMETERS 

Thommen 2000- 26 .......... $158 

Wrist strap .. ...•..... ... $ 15 

AIR SPEED INDICATOR 

Hall wind meter & bracket 

...... $40 

Hall wind meter only ..... $30 

Bracket only ........ . .... $12 

PARACHUTES 

Prolite Pulled Apex ' chute : 

Fastest opening , most efficient, 

super compact .....•...... $420 

Container bag .......•.... $ 23 

cut a long story short, after I-------------~ 
ali ttl e drama and a touch of 
hypoxia our gallant leader 
p10nked down for a neat top 
1 anding and a standing ovation 
from the local villagers. 

phme Sleye K ennord 
(042) 61 /194 
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certifi[ati[]N 
I S IT WORKING? 

by Phil Thompson 

For along time I have meant 
to write something about cer
tification of hang gl iders. I 
have a background in engi
neering and for most of the 
fi ve years I have been flyi ng, 
I have been interested in hang 
gl ider design. Over the past 3 
years I have been i nvol ved in 
the building of several gli
ders, two of which were proto
types. The recent fail ure of a 
couple of certified gliders 
provi ded the impetus to say 
someth i ng to get th i ngs into a 
proper perspective. 

My main concern is that a cer-
tified glider is considered 
"safe" and our Associ ati on, 
through "Skysailor", is dis
advantaging any manufacturer 
unable to afford to certify 
his product. A by-product of 
this system is that the manu
facturer is selling safety as 
a "col111lodity" in his certified 
hang gl ider package. That is, I 
feel if it is at all possibl e, 
safety must not be part of 
what we pay for ina gl i der -
safety must come with every 
glider! 

I f I buy a gl i der I 1 ike to 
feel the manufacturer has done 
his best to ensure it is as 
safe as he can make it, not 
just that he has been abl e to 
make his product comply with 
some test. Although there may 
be a feeling of security that a 
gl i der has passed some mi nimum 
standard (certification), it 
is no guarantee that it is 
really airworthy. 

As I interpret it, the certi
fi cat ion progral1l11e has three 
main functional areas: 

1. A test of hand1 i ng to 
guarantee ease of take
off, landing, turning, 
etc. 

2. A pitching 
the gl i der 
different 
attack on a 
bar pressure 

test, where 
is towed at 
angl es of 
test ri g and 

is recorded. 
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For those peopl e with a 
3. A structural test in technical bent, there are 

which the glider is towed some thinqs which should be 
at extreme angles of said. When we were dOing our 
attack at about three P. R 1 or P. R 2 we were asked 
times the $ta1l speed. to learn the formula 

My conjecture is that this ( ! )2 = G 
test is only somebody's guess 
at what wou1 d be an appropri _ S 
ate test for hang gliders. which relates the maximum "G" 
The theory behind what actual- loading which can be carried 
1y happens when a hang glider by an aircraft whose stall 
flies is fairly vague. If it speed is "s" and is travelling 
wasn't, the ultimate hang at a velocity "V". This im
glider would be easy to make; plies that if an aircraft 
so we are trying to test some- stalls at 15 knts (our hang 
thing we don't really under- glider) and if it is towed 
stand. It is a little like behind a truck at 45 knts at 
trying to invent a suitable its stalling angle of attack, 
test for drivers without it will be carrying 
knowi ng the ru1 es of the road. 2 
At best, our certification ( 45) = 9 Gs. 
test (in whi ch we p1 ace so 15 
much faith) is a simplistic The trouble is, this theory 
guess at what mi ght be only rel ates to fi xed wi ng 
required. At worst it is a aircraft. Whoever set the 
misleading test giving us a P.R 1 questions didn't realise 
false sense of security. I'm tht " "b1 1 
sure the truth 1 i es in between. a 1 t cannot poss 1 y app y 

to hang gliders, since their 
sails deform with increased 
load. For every increased load 
we would have to find out a 
new stall speed for the de
formed sail shape whi ch is all 
but impossible. 

At the present time, hang 
gliding is in a state of rapid 
development, (what other sport 
has made so many advances over 
the last few years?) and to 
me, it seems really silly to 
have a test which is unable to 
change with the development of 
gliders. Hang gliding is a 
very simple idea, but the 
physics involved in this type 
of f1 i ght are very complex. I 
wou1 d 1 ike to see any cert ifi
cation tests be kept as simple 
and ingenious as possible. 

In the recent past there have 
been at least three certified 
gl i ders whi ch have broken (due 
to turbu1 ence encountered in 
flight?). This seems to me a 
blatant statement that the 
present certification system 
is not working. 
The thing I find most distur
bing is not the failure of 
gliders, but our blind accep
tance of certi fication. (We as 
hang gl i der pi lots must accept 
that we are flying machines, 
which by their very nature are 
experimental and thankfully 
not subjected to the rigorous 
testing which is carried out 
on "real" aircraft). Some 
people would have us believe 
that the gliders were ok 
because they were certified 
and that they had encountered 
abnormal conditions and so 
failed. 

The amount the sail flexes 
varies from model to model. 
But newer gliders which have 
f1 atter sail s (1 ess washout) 
usually have softer frames so 
that they wi 11 wash out easily 
in turns. As the load is i n
creased, the sail becomes more 
washed out. Thi s can be easily 
noticed as you fly into areas 
of lift or sink. If you fly 
into an area of 1 i ft, the 
upward acceleration loads your 
sail greater than normal. Thi s 
causes both tips to wash out, 
giving the glider an "up 
e1 evator" effect produci ng the 
typical "positive" bar pres
sure. With the wings in this 
washed out mode, the centre of 
the gl i der has a hi gher angl e 
of attack than the tips (by a 
1 arge amount) at the speed 
when the glider stalls. When 
we fly into sink the sail is 
unloaded and the tips drop 
reduci ng the washout, but 
producing rel atively more 1 ift 
at the tips. This causes the 
gl i der to rotate nose down, 
giving that "negative" feeling 
1n the bar. In this configu
ration all the sail is fairly 
flat and the load is carried 
by more or 1 ess the full span 
of the wing. Pushing out will 



immedi ately stall the gl ider 
(since most of the sail is 
already close to its stalled 
angl e). 

The certification test as it 
stands has three distinct aims 
and I feel it is failing in 
all three areas. 
1. The flying test. 
This test is designed to en-
sure adequate safety in hand-
1 i ng of the kite in nonnal 
flying conditions. I feel sure 
that since we have become 
accustomed to gliders with 
exce 11 ent handl i ng, there is 
no way a manufacturer coul d 
sell a glider which wouldn't 
pass this test. 
2. The pitching test. 
This test is to ensure there 
is always positive bar pres
sure in flight, so that the 
gl i der is not di vergent. In 
this test the glider is towed 
on a rig at different angles 
of attack and the bar pressure 
is measured. Gliders which do 
not pass thi s test probably 
are divergent, but since the 
test does not really resemble 
flying, I don't feel that 
gli ders whi ch do pass the test 
are necessarily pitch stable . 
(At no time during this test 
is the load applied at the eG, 
ie the pilot's weight, consi
dered). Oi vergent gl i ders I 
have flown seem to depend on 
speed and angl e of attack, not 
just angle of attack. 
3. The structural test. 
As I have said, this is the 
main reason for writing this 
articl e. I feel the structural 
test in no way measures the 
load which may be applied to 
the glider in flight. There 
seems to me no way of rel ating 
the results of this test to 
the ultimate strength of the 
glider. While we rely on this 
test, we are relying on a 
false promise of strength. 

In conclusion, feel we are 
usi ng an i nappropri ate system, 
des i gned in the USA when a lot 
less was known about hang 
gliding than is known now. If 
this test was suitable for 
early rogallos, which I doubt, 
it certainly isn't suitable 
for today's gliders. 

We have effectively taken the 
competition out of producing 
safe gliders by stipulating a 
minimum standard which may 

AVSSIE TEAM Accident 
SlIPPOAliAS TOUR Report s 
-IUUff"1S I 
Ha nd s up a ll those who woul d 

1 ike to go to K~SSEN nex t year 

t o c hec k ou t t he "Wo rl d I s" & 

gi ve our t eam a bi t of "come 

on Aus s i e,come on!" type en

coura gement? 

I ' m hopi ng to organi se a s upp
or ter' s tour of about J weeks 
durat i on ,flying Sydney di r ect 
to London vi a San Francisco . 
We would hire campervans and 
gl i der s in England(one van per 
J people) ; fly in England for 
about a week ;drive to Austr i a 
wi th a day or two flying in 
Fr ance and/or Germany on the 
way and then spend a week or so 
at KOSSEN whi le the comp o is 
on . Then dri ve str aight back to 
London and fly home . 

Indicative costs a t t his sta ge 
a r e : l.Re tu r n a i rfare - $1700 

2 .Van hire - $1700 fo r 
3 weeks ,i e . $550 pe r pe r son 

3.Gl ide r hi re, pe tro l , food 
e t c. - ??? 

Fo r each 15 peop l e we wo ul d 
get one free ti cke t ,t hu s r ed
uci ng the price by $120 ea ch . 

If you' re inte r es t ed, g ive me 
a ca lI on 02- 2903066 (Bu s.) 

MARTYN YEOMANS 

not even be relevant to hang 
gl i der safety. I f we as pi lots 
want to see a return to the 
"good old days of hang gli
ding" (ie high accident rates 
due to glider failure), we'll 
pursue thi s si lly test. If we 
want to improve the sport, we 
MUST lOOK for something better. 
I would suggest that since 
reputable manufacturers want 
to stay in business, they will 
try to produce safe gliders. 
I f our certification scheme 
stipulates mi nimum standards 

1.Pl ace : RAINBOW BEACH Dat e: 2/8 

Conditi ons : ESE 12 kt s Pilot 

Ratin g : CROSS COUNT RY 

Detai l s : Pi lot mi sj ud ged la nd
in g and ended up in 1! feet of 
wate r , t rapped unde rn eat h hi s 
g l ider .Was dragged t o safety by 
anot her pilo t a nd 2 fis he rmen . 
Gl id e r ex t ens ive l y damaged( G.T 
170) . 

2.Pl ace : MI SS ION BEACH , TOWNS
VILLE. Date: 4/8 Pilot Ra ting : 
INTE RMEDI ATE Conditions: SE 15 
- 17 kt s . Gli de r : METE OR 190 
De t a il s : Pil ot had expe ri en ce 
t ow in g with new l y a cqu ired k i te 
but had not done a hi ll takeoff 
with t h is type .O n f ir s t attempt , 
g l ide r s t a ll ed and ended up 20 
me t e r s down t he hill .Wind was 
s l ig htl y off - face and p il ot was 
pus hin g out to avo id some sma ll 
trees. La te r, a second t r y wi th 
a s tro ng r un resu l ted i n the 
base ba r hitt i ng a st ump an d t he 
glide r nos in g in with cons id e r-
3b l e f o rce .Pil ot wa s badl y s ha k
~ n a nd brui sed.Gl ider s uffe red 
a broke n kee l plu s othe r minor 
damage. Acc ident s ca used by lac k 
of hill t akeoff exper i ence wi t h 
t hi s t ype of g l i de r .(p l us prob
ab l e poo r takeoff tec hn iq ue -Ed) 

of workmanship, ie aircraft 
bolts, nico-press swages, etc. 
or better, then heal thy compe
tition will keep safety stan
dards up and manufacturers 
will spend time on researching 
any new innovations rather 
than testing by our faulty 
system. 
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HANG GLIDING FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA 
P.O. BOX 74, 
ASHBURTON, 
VICTORIA 3147 

H,G,F,A, REPORT TO FEDERAL CONVENTION", ,CONTINUED"", 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

Total membership for 1983 was 1358 which 
equoted to $49,011 net subscriptions. It must 
be remembered that not all members paid the 
full subscription - a number joined after the 
first quarter. We also received $2,665 
subscriptions from short-term members, giving 
a total net subscription of $51,676 . Income 
was rece I ved from two other sources 
Commonweal th grant and Interest. This gave us 
a total of $63,428 to run HGFA. 

It must be noted that the Government grants 
run from July to June. The audl t runs from 
January to December. The audit reflects the 
1982 July grant. We have done very well wi th 
Government grants $10,000 In 1982 and 
$13,000 In 1983. This has enabled the HGFA to 
support financially more activities In line 
wi th Goverrvnent direction: - travel for the 
International team, travel for a delegate to 
t he International conference , and Instructor 
cert I flcat Ion. 

Skysallor needs a little ext r a explanation . 
The total cost of Skysallor was $15,416 . 
Income from advertising and extra magazine 
sales was $5,137. Therefore, the net cost to 
members was $10,279. 

There are two areas where we are trying to 
reduce costs. Firstly, the cost of 
Insurance. We have changed our Insurance 
company and Insurance for 1984 should cost 
$5,000 less than It did In 1983, with the 
cover Increasing from half a million dollars 
to one mill I on do II ars. 

The second area 15 the cost of the computer 
service. Memberdata has been supplying a very 
professional service, but we stl II need to 
contain the cost of the computer runs. 
Consequently, we will be moving our computer 
requl rements to the Parachute Federat Ion which 
Is In the same building as the HGFA office . 
This wi II enabl e RI chard Dakers to perform hi s 
own computer runs when needed. 

The out look for 1984 I s very good wi th costs 
being contained In t he I nsurance and computer 
services. I am expect i ng an Increase of 8% In 
o ver - all costs . This will not require an 
In c reas e In subscr i pt i on s and will no t affect 
current programmes . 

AUDITORS REPORT TO THE MEMBERS 

SKYSAILOR 

THE HANG GLIDING FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA. 

1. I have not had the opportunity to verify cash transactions 
for the twelve months ended 31st December, 1983 . Nor did 
the scope of my audit include verification of the assets and 
liabilities as at 31st December. 1983. 

2. Subject to the foregoing I am of the oplnlon that the attached 
Income and Expenditure Statement and the attached Balance Sheet 
both of which have been prepared under the Historical Cost 
Convention are properly drawn up so as to give a true and fair 
view of the state of affairs of the Hang Gliding Federation of 
Australia at the 31st December. 1983. 

DATED this day of .·{ ./lit ....... e.... 1984. 

Signed at East Balwyn 
~lL . 

-------------------~----------------
A. W. DAVIS - PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT. 
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Secretaria·1 
~1,842 

Print ing co st 

$2,922 

Computer 
service 

Co2 ,513 -----
Tn s tructor 
s eminar 

$4,116 ----....-

19R3 co nvent i o n 
$2,100 

, Tc: ta1 
i..:llnar 1 {~<; 

Co1 2 , u n n 
Skysai lrH 

$10,27<) 

Total Expe n d iture $5 8 ,uOO 

THE HANG GLIDING FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA 

SUPPORTING SCHEDULES TO INCOME & EXPENDITURE STATEMENT 

Commonwealth Grant Expenditure 

Australian National Team Grant 
Government Competition Grant 

Convention 1983 Expenditure 

Air Fares 
Accommodation 
Sundry 

Depreciation 
Filing Cabinet - W.D.V 1/1/83 
Depreciation @ 7~% 

W.D.V. 30/12/83 

Skysailor - Trading Account 

Income - Advertising 
- Sales - Magazines 

Less Expenses 
Printing & Binding 
Postage, Stat i onery & Distribution 
Typing & Typewri ter Hi re 
Competition 

Net Cost to Members 

12,783 . 
739. 

1,694. 
200 . 

5,005. 
3,000. 

$ 8,005. 

1,842. 
168. 
90. 

$ 2,100. 

145. 
II. 

$ 134. 

5,077 . 
60. 

5,137. 

15,416 

$ 10,279 . 

-------------------------------------------------_. __ .---
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(Guest Editorial by BRUCE CUNNINGHAM
N.S.W . H.G.A. " HGFA Co-o rd ina tor".) 

The new flying season is upon us. Soon we 
wi II wi tness an annual phenomenon - the great 
hang gl ider pi lot migration in which hundreds 
of p i lot s, mo rea n d mo r e e a c h yea r , fan 0 u t 
across the country to tryout new flying 
sites. And with ever more people wanting to 
have a go at inland flying, country sites can 
expect a flood of visitors this year~ 

especially over the holidays . It seems 
appropriate at this point not only to remind 
people of some basic courtesies to observe 
when visiting other sites, but also to point 
out to city and coastal dwellers that 

different rules might apply inland. For 
instance, all those funny creatures wi th four 
legs behave somewhat unpredictably when 
confronted with a glider coming at them 
downwind three feet off the ground at fifty 
miles an hour. The ones with the big horns 
and rings in their noses are the ones to avoid. 

When visiting country sites always bear in 
mind that it takes a lot of work to establish 
a flying site and very little effort to lose 
it. Usually a dedicated band of flyers has 
put in much time reconnoitring, negotiating 
with landowners and wheeling and dealing with 
councils, not to mention clearing bush and 
even building access roads. Months or even 
years of hard work can be undone by a single 
careless act by a visitor. 

Here are some dols and donlts: 
.- DO con t act a I 0 c a I p i lot 0 r the I 0 c a I c I u b 
or association about sites you propose to 
vi sit. A phone ca II in advance may save a 
wasted journey. Locals will have every right 
to be peeved if a visitor stuffs up their site. 
- O<l'lIT cut down trees, bushes, grass, power 
lines, trig points etc. to clear landing or 
take-off areas without permission. 

DO take off and land at the designated 
places. 
- DO stick 
may appea r 
by dr i vi ng 
o therwi se. 

O<l'lIT 
permission. 
fires. 

to roads and tracks. AI though it 
that you are not causing any damage 
off the t r a c k , I and own e r s may t hi n k 
Be e s p e cia I I Y car e f u I aft err a in. 
camp on private land without 

Be very careful when lighting 

O<l'lIT litter. Nothing will lose a site 

quicker than littering. Take all your cans, 
bottles, paper bags, cartons, old fridges and 
wrecked gliders home with you. Donlt litter 
the air by playing radios or tapes at full 
blast over a peaceful valley while rigging 
your glider. ---'----"'--- _._----_. 
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- DO always close gates that were closed when 
you f 0 un d them. I f you had tog eta key to 
open a gate, donlt drive back to the city with 
it. 

DO consider that a landowner may tolerate 
small numbers of pi lots but may not take 
kindly to having half of Sydney turning up on 
a weekend. Find out about numbers from local 
flyers. Some landowners fear that if you 
crash whi Ie flying from thei r property you may 
be able to sue. While your chances of 
s u c c e s s f u I I Y sui n g a fa rme r for a I I ow i n g a 
pebble to trip you up on your take-off are 
slim, the fear of legal action is vey real and 
some landowners insist that pilots sign 
indemnity forms waIvIng all legal rights. 
Such forms are av a i lable. Find out about them 
before you fly. 

O<l'll T I and amo n g s t 0 c k • Ho r s e sin 
part i cular take exception to being landed 
upon. If you see horses i n a paddock, steer 
c I ear 0 fit i f you can. As for b u I Is , the y 
have a unique way of greeting you. 

DO remember that evey site is unique and 
that the air behaves uniquely over , it and 
around it. F i nd out about rotors, thermal 
trigger points , resident hurricanes and other 
peculiarities before you fly . 

0110 hong 
bliding school 

( ~1~th ) ALTIMETERS 

T X -1 6 - $160 

A CCURATE TO ± 30ft , THIS 
RUGGED, LI GHT WEIGHT 
(approx. 90 g ) ALTI ME T E R 
FEATURE S 15 , OOO ft 
MEASURI NG RANG E . 
Price includes Wrist Strap 

15 heather avenue 

ashwood, 3147 

phone 2777942 

-------------------------------------------



Dates: 

Si te s : 

Entry: 

8, 9, 10/1/85 

I I - 20/1/85 

Pre Ilmi nary Rounds 

Competition Rounds 

Ben Nevis, Mt. Buangor, Langi Ghiran 
and Elmhurst 

Pilots may qualify for the Nationals 
by: 
a) being selected on their 

appropriate 
State team (maximum of 40 places) 

b) qual i fying through the Preliminary 
Ro u n d s (m i n i mum 0 flO P I ace s ) . 

Entry Fee : $70.00 
($40.00 to be refunded to 
compet i ng in the Pre I imi nary 
but not qualifying) 

HELP THE AUSSIE TEAM TAKE GOLD AGAIN 
AT THE 1985 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 

IN KOSSEN 

OUR TARGET IS $10,000. YOUR SUPPORT IS NEEDED 

You can help the Aussie Team by sending a small contribution of $10.00 

Each contribution you send will receive a number which will be published each month 
in Skysailor 

" 

Please send contributions to: 

AUSSIE TEAM FUND 

pi lot s 
Rounds 

When the fund reaches $2,500, one of the lucky contributors will receive a Back-Pack 
Harness. 

Hang Gliding Federation of Australia 
P.O. BOx 74 ASH BURTON 

On reaching $5,000, the prize will be a Parachute. 

And on reach ing our target of $10,000 the prize will be a new GT of the winners choice. 

All prizes are donated by Moyes Delta Gliders. 

VICTORIA 3147 
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comp.NEW5 

National Ladder 
Update. 

Points from 1983/84 X-C League: 

R Chatfield 269 
S Blenkinsop 258 
G Maloney 247 
D Meaney 236 
A Daniel 226 
I Jarman 215 
D Cunmi ngs 204 
P Moll ison 193 

Top 20 Overall: 

I. R Duncan 1165 
2. D Scott 1160 
3. A Daniel 1148 
4. S Moyes 1095 
5. S Gi Imour 1048 
6. I Jarman 1010 
7. B Daniel 995 
8. S Blenkinsop 923 
9. R Duncan 886 

10. S Powter 876 

1984 VICTORIAN COMPETITIONS 
CROSS COUNTRY MADE EASY! 

WHY? - To foster and improve 
the art of X-C soar-
i n~ as practi sed in 
thl s State (we need 
it~ ) 

- To select a team for 
the National s. 

- To have a good time 
doing the above. 

WHERE? - Ben Nevis area. 
WHEN? - November 3/4, 10/11 , 

24/25, December 8/9. 
- Meet 10 am Saturdays 

at the Beaufort 
rotunda. 

- Fi nal 
cancel a 
be made 
prece~! ng 

------~ 

deci si on to 
weekend wi 11 
at 7.30 pm 

Fri day: 
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B Beer 183 C McDonald 86 
D Gordon 172 G Kambas 75 

G Fimer i 161 G Hubbard 64 
S Meyer 150 RWilkinson 54 

K Walker 140 D De I ay 43 
R Duncan 129 L Hall 32 

M De I ay 107 V Wa II i ngton 21 
C Wor th 97 DGilbert II 

WHO? 

HOW? 

(Prev. Pos.) 

II 
8 
9 

II. 
12 . 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16 . 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20 

K Smi th 
RMartin 
R Charfield 
C Worth 
B Beer 
D Medney 
D Cunmi ngs 
C McDonald 
P Murdock 
D Gorden 

- Any pi lot rated Inter- WHAT 
mediate or more is ELSE: 
welcome to enter. 

- Send entries or make 
enqui ri es to 
John Murby 
30 Waimari e Dr 
Mt Waverley, 3149 
Ph: (03) 277 3148. 
Inc 1 ude your name, 
address, phone no. , 
rating and $20 entry 
fee (payable to Vic
torian Hang Gliding 
Assoc.) . 

- Act right now as it 
is hoped to hold a 
pi 1 ot bri efi ng in the 
week prior to the 
fi rst round, i every 
shortly. 

(Prev.Pos. ) 
866 10 
843 
759 14 
680 13 
607 17 
590 27 
585 18 
556 15 
556 15 
554 19 

- Apart from the normal 
Cross Country goal 
tasks we hope to try 
a few dog-legs or 
tri ang1 es, so you'll 
need a CAMERA. A 
functional ALTIMETER 
is requ i red for the 
D.o.A. A1 so strongly 
suggested are a CB 
RADIO with ch.10 (Aus) 
for the finish line 
if nothi ng el se and a 
parachute, for ob
vious reasons! 



nsw 
COMPETITION REPORT - -BARNIE'S 
STORY TIME-

Well folks! The news is that 
Lee Scott from the mid-north 
coast town of Lorne has 
offered to run the 1984 State 
Tit1 es at one of hi s 1 oca 1 
sites Mt. Comboyne. 

F or those of you not fami 1 i ar 
with the area, Mt. Comboyne is 
about 30 kms west of Laurie
ton. The site has take-offs 
facing all directions ranging 
from 1100 ft to 2000 ft hi gh 
and as an added attracti on has 
2 wheel drive access to the 
top. 

In discussions with Lee, he 
has to1 d me that the area 
surrounding Mt. Comboyne is 
excellent for running the 
out-and-return and triangle 
tasks which seem to be the 
vogue at most recent competi
tions. The proposed dates 
as published in the last 
"Skysail or" will sti 11 be the 
same, ie. Sun. 18th to Sat. 
24th November . 

The initial pilot briefing and 
regi stration will take p1 ace 
at the Kendall Showground at 
8.30 am on Sun. 18th November. 
The entry fees will be $25, 
payable to the meet director 
on the day of registration. 

The competition will be open 
to Advanced and Cross Country 
pi lots only, but other pi lots 
are quite welcome to come up 
and join in the fun, be wind 
dummies, etc. 

The locals have been very 
receptive about the idea of 
havi ng a compet it i on nearby 
and have made available to us 
camping facilities at the 
Kendall Showground at the 
nomi na 1 sum of $1 per head per 
ni ght. For those peopl e who 
prefer motel or caravan park 
style accommodation, there is 
plenty of this available in 
Laurieton, but it is at least 
30 kms dri ve from the compet i
tion headquarters at the 
Kendall Showground. 

The Kendall Golf Club has 
offered to make available 
cheap meal s for pil ots and 
fri ends and also provi de us 
with a phone-in point for 
retrieval s. 
The scoring system used will 
be s i mil ar to the one used in 
last year's State Champs, ie. 
random draw 8-man heats. 

So, that's about all I can 
tell you at the moment, but 
the way thi ngs are shapi ng up 
it looks like it will be a 
great competition. For those 
of you who have any questions 
concern i ng the compet it ion, 
please feel free to ring Lee 
Scott on (065) 59 4351. 

NSW TEAM SELECTION FOR THE 
NATIONALS 

INTERMEDIATE COMPETITION 

There will be a P.R 3 compo 
held at Stanwe11 Park on the 
1 st and 2nd December or if the 
weather is unco-operati ve, the 
following weekend will be held 
in reserve. Tasks wi 11 be 
dec i ded on the day, but a hi gh 
proportion of the points will 
be devoted to 1 andi ng ; n a 
desi gnated area, i e. spot 
landings. It is also envisaged 
that duration and racing tasks 
will be held, possibly in a 
4-man heat format. 

The meeting place will be at 
the bottom landing area in the 
Park at 8.30 am on Saturday 
1st December. Entry fees to be 
deci ded . I f anyone has any 
questions, please contact me 
on (02) 661 3609. 

It has been decided that the Fly safe! 
NSW team for the Nati onal s to Barnie 
be held in Victoria in early 
1985 will be decided solely on 
the results of the 1984 NSW 
State Competition, ie. if NSW 
recei ves 20 places for the 
nationals, the first 20 from 
the 1984 State Compo will be 
selected. For pilots unable to 
attend the State Comp., there 
will be a qualifier competi-
tion for the Nationals from 
which approx. the top 10 will 
go into the Nationals. 
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_FINDS 
Hf1NG GLIDING CROSS COUNTRY CHRLL£NG£ 

Contest Organiser: 
Denis Cummin~s 
Dights Crosslng 
Singleton 2330 
Ph: ( 06 5) 72 4747 

I f you haven't posted your 
Entry Form by now, you had 
better HURRY~~ It should have 
reached me by 1 st October, 
1984. 

At the time of writing, last 
month's "Skysail or" (with the 
entry form) had not reached 
most of you, so I ca n' t report 
on the number of entries re-
ceived. From phone calls and 
HG gossip, there will be 

- Do a thorough check on the _ Go over your old towi ng 
ropes and cut out any worn 
bits, knots, etc. 

01' diver. 
- Get the 'chute repacked. 

Check out all hang-straps, 
harness ropes, carabi ners ,and 
repl ace ANYTHING that looks 
worn, mildewy or unstitched. 

Check your towing bridle, 
rel ease and harness attachment 

Double-check the weak link 
you're using!! 

Make sure your 
batteries and aeri al 
working 100%. 

radio, 
are 

points. Then go tow and get high!~ 
- Recal.ibrate/check cal ibrate 
you r tOWl ng gaU ge. 

(Nostra) Denis Cummings 
groups coming from ~e ~dn~, ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Newcastle and Brisbane areas , 
as well as some Victorians . 
More on entry numbers next 
month. 

Any of you P.R 1 's and P.R 2's 
(and non-competing P.R 3,4 & 
5' s) who can ' t spend the full 
two weeks at Parkes but who 
wish to get some of the action, 
you will be most welcome. Come 
along for a day or three, share 
the semi nar sess ion s, get some 
fi rst-hand towi ng experi ence, 
and (weather conditions permit
ting) have your first towed 
launch. This "Challenge" is a 
lot more than "just another 
competition". It is a learning 
experience for all pilots who 
attend. 

For the serious competition 
pilots, the contest is being 
set up (as far as practical) 
so that the winning pilots 
will score hi gh poi nts for the 
National Ladder. With 1985 
being a "World Championship" 
year, this contest's national 
1 adder po i nts shoul d he 1 p 
decide who will be going to 
Austria. 

And don ' t forget , as you get 
the 01' diver out of the shed, 
dust off the ' arness and ' elmet 
and get ready for a bit of 
spri ng flyi ng: 
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~TOW 
E Jectron;c Tow;", Te"~; 0., Meter 

~ Send $150.00 to : - Oeni s Cummings , Dights Crossing, Singl e ton 2330 n please ind icate:OBattery (9V) or 0 Car lighter 

V"s.,. 
8 
,~ 
L 
A~> 
B 
L/ 
E 

o Pounds or 0 Ki lograms 

* Dealer Inqu i r ies Welcome * 
Large Meter 

(Cal ibrated in 
( pounds ~r Kilograms) 

Meter Adjustment (Zero 
Set) Knob 

\t ,0 ,00 '1"0 ~.o 
O ,.,,,\I'"/,,,,J ~ 

II, I'. • -~.LY--' 
'" ?IV""" "/'-

Plug t o Car 

:DC 
TOW LOAD 

QO~" 

"oN 

Tow Load Ce I I 

Tow Load Ce I I 
cable & Plu g 

Cigaret t e Lighte r (12V) 
(Option : - holder for 
9V battery) . 

(about 60mm long with stainless 
s tee l loops at each end) 



5. When two gliders are approaching head-on in ridge lift, the 
glider with its right wing to the ridge shall have right of 

way. 

6. When JOInIng a thermal, turn in the same direction as any 
glider already circling. 

7. Fly in such a manner that other pilots are not required to 
take avoiding actions. 

8. Don't follow another glider closely or remain flying in its 
blind spot. 

9. Avoid abrupt changes in direction or speed, particularly when 
other gliders are present. 

NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OF THE ABOVE, IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF ALL 
PILOTS AT ALL TIMES TO TAKE EVERY POSSIBLE MEASURE TO AVOID 
COLLISIONS. 

4.3 NOVICE STREAMER 

On JOInIng the HGFA, pilots will be issued with a coloured 
streamer. They are required to fly with this streamer attached to 
their king post until they receive an Intermediate (PR3) rating. This 
will give an indication to other pilots that they have limited 
experience. 

4.4 VISUAL METEOROLOGICAL CONDITIONS (VMC) 

Visual Meteorological Conditions specify the minimum conditions 
(visibility) suitable for flight. VMC exist when a hang glider can 
maintain: (i) a flight visibility; and 

(ii) a distance from cloud 
equal to or greater than that set out below -

Height Flight Distance from cloud 
visibility Horizontal Vertical 

Below 5,000' AMSL 5 km 600 m 500' 
Above 5,000' AMSL 8 km 2,000 m 1,000' 

Additionally, when at or below 2,000' above ground or water, a pilot 
must be able to navigate by reference to the ground or water. 
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4.4(a) PRE-FLIGHT CHECK 

Pre-flight your glider every time you set it up and before every 
take-off. Never just hope the glider will be OK - one day it won't 
be. If your pre-flight check is interrupted, start again from the 
beginning. The things to check are: 

1. Rigging - Check that the thimbles aren't twisted on the tangs 
(this should really be done before you complete the assembly of the 
glider). Run your fingers along the wires to check for broken strands. 
One broken strand is usually an indication of more broken strands 
inside the wire. 

2. Check that all locking nuts and pins are in place. 

3. Check that the sail is not pinched by cross bar to leading 
edge saddles. 

4. Check that all batten elastics are secured. 

5. If you are using tip supports, check that they are correctly 
installed. 

6. If deflexors are fitted check that they are properly installed 
and pinned. Check deflexor tension by running your hand up the wire 
along the leading edge until all slack is taken up. The point where 
the slack takes up must be the same distance on both sides. 

7. Check the points where the sail is attached to the frame. 

8. Check the A-frame, heart bolt, centre assembly and hang loops. 

9. Your harness takes hard wear, stitching can become frayed and 
rotten, or cut by stones, so inspect it regularly. Before each take
off ensure that your harness is on correctly. If prone, lie in the 
harness and get your wire man to visually check it • 

10. The pre-flight check of the helmet and parachute is simply 
that you are wearing them. They should both be suitable and undamaged. 

You should develop a system of walking around the glider, 
checking these points as you go. Begin by standing at the nose. Check 
for general con dition and symmetry. Look for indications that 
sOloething about the glider is different; for example, tight rigging 
may indicate that you have set up with a thimble twisted on a tang. 
You must check again that you are clipped in before you commence your 
take-off run. 
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All hang glider pilots shall wear properly a protective helmet 
at all times when flying a hang glider (78/5E/2). 

The mInImum standard for helmets is ASA 2063 (lightweight 
sporting helmet) (S4/7e). 

Only pilots who hold an Intermediate (PR3) rating or higher may 
fly above 300ft AGL (82/8). 

Altimeters must be carried on any glider operating above 300ft 
AGL (82/9). 

It is recommended that parachutes, used as emergency back-up 
systems on hang gliders, are repacked at least once every six months 
(82/11) • 

ACCIDENT RULES 

Ac cidents requiring reporting are those that result in medical 
attention being required, those that may involve a claim against the 
HGFA insurance policy (for ei ther personal injury or property damage), 
and those that involve a malfunction in flight of the glider. 

Accidents are to be reported immediately to a member of the 
appropriate state executive (see also section on ANR's and section 
on Safety Officers). 

When an accident comes to the attention of any state executive 
it should immediately notify their co-ordinator. The co-ordinator 
should phone the Federal Executive with details of any fatal or 
publicised accident (7B/5A/I). 

All acc i dents shall be advised to the Federal Executive by 
posting a written report wi thin 24hrs of the accident. Such accident 
reports may be de clared preliminary where a fatal, serious or involved 
accident occurs and shall be followed as soon as practicable with 
subsequent reports (78/5A/2). 

An accident involving an unplanned parachute deployment should 
be reported to the HGFA as an accident report (80/5A/2). 
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::JHOTO GALLERY 

Wedding of the year! Birgit 
Meaney do it in style while 
up behind. (South Australia) 

BELOW: Left - ROSIN'S LOOK-OUT,QLD. Right - LENNOX HEAD,N.S.W. 

\ 
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SAFETY Nf) THE LAUNCH 

by MICHAEL GILL 

There are three main flying sites around 
Canberra which vary considerably in height, 
s lop e and the amo un t 0 f g r 0 u n d co ve r. Th e mo s t 
popular locality for westerly winds is Mount 
Spring while easterly conditions are catered 
for by Lake George and Pig Hill. At all three 
sites pilots have had heart stopping experien
ces during or just after their takeoff. In 
almost all cases the cause of these experien
ces has been a combination of factors which 
have reduced the margi n for safety cons ider
ably. 

Probably the single most important factor 
after mastering the basic technique is the 
pilot's mental attitude. The takeoff should 
not be regarded as a clashing of wills between 
Nature and the pilot nor should it be viewed 
as a competition between the pilot's ability 
to fly and Nature's ability to stop him. A 
number of pilots appear to develop an attitude 
which can best be described as "in God we 
t r us t ". Th e s e i n d i v i d u a 1st e n t to f lin g t h em
selves off into the blue with little regard 
for the conditions. 

Good fly i ng at t i tude has to be deve loped over 
time and, to some ext e nt, by a va r i e t y 0 f 
experiences. Initially, the pilot should have 
respect for the wi nd and its power and have an 
understanding of the limitations of his skill 
and that of his glider. Skills have to be 
developed and improved over time. Achieving a 
perfect takeoff on your first high launch 
doe s n ' t n e c e s sa r i I Y me ant hat you can do i t 
under all conditions or at all sites. All 
gliders have certain limitations as a result 
of design decisions during manufacture. 
Penetration is a good example of this and 
varied considerably between glider models. 

It is vitally important that all pilots deter
mine an appropriate margin for safety and 
stick to it. Too many fliers try to fly at the 
limit of their ability and that of their 
g lid e r s. Th e pur p 0 s e 0 f a sa f e t y ma r gin i s to 
give the pilot a reasonable chance of survival 
if something does go wrong. Takeoff speed 
should be well above stall and weather 
conditions should be carefully studied for 
cycles and gusts. Pre-flight checking should 
be meticulous and a hang check should be 
car r i e d 0 ute v e r y time. Some p i lot s car r y a 
small check list card which is tied to their 
h a r n e s s . 5 i mil art 0 c onme r cia I pi lot s , the 
card is read and checked aga ins t a II pre-
flight activity. 
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There is little point in attempting a launch 
where the combination of weather, attitude and 
pre-flight checking are likely to operate 
against a successful and safe launch. We all 
ma k e m i s t a k e s soma i n t a ina n ad e qua t e sa f e t y 
margin. 

Safe launching al I! 

TONY HANLOW S 
CLEARANCE SALE 

I BALL 652 - Brand new audio-visual vario/digital 
i altimeter.Factory fitted airspeed indicator.The 
ultimate flight instrument set.Cost $700.Great 
value at $650 inc. postage. 

MOYES DOUBLE FRENCH CONNECTION. Brand new power 
steering for your G.T or Probe. (Retrofit kit 
$20 extra). Includes all mounting hardware and 
instructions. Cost $260.Now only $240 inc.post. 

CLEARANCE OF HARNESSES: Suncoast Supine with 
parachute canister and storage bag. Cost $200, 
now $150. Suncoast prone with the 'P.A.' look. 
Recessed parachute canister and ballast bag. 
Complete with storage in boot,deployment bag, 
carabiner.Gold with stripes.Cost $260,now $220 
Moyes back-pack harness. Red with stripes.Cost 
$280,now $250. Moyes/Keller tadpole harness. 

! Brand new. Orange. Cost $380,now $350 inc.postage 

MOYES G.T. 170 (P.R 3) As new condition.White 
mainsail & keel pocket,orange Mylar pocket, 
yellow under surface.No v.b or sandwich cloth! 
Great performance and handl ing.Excellent value 
at &1450 inc. 2 uprights and airfreight. 

P.A. PARACHUTE. Zero porosity.Cost $370 plus 
deployment bag.Now $350 inc.postage. 

MOYES LARGE LO-PO PARACHUTE.This one definite
ly saves 1 ives.Used only once to save one life! 
Cost $360.0wes me $30,000 but will sacrifice 
for only $330 inc. deployment bag.Freshly re
packed. 

Phone Tony on (071) 821848/825610 



FITTII'Ii A CAMERA TO A GLASS TIPPED GLIDER 
"'I 

by DE~OT MEANEY 

Aft e r see i n g the ph 0 t 0 sin Ma y 5 k y s a i lor, a 
few people inquired as to how I fixed my 
camera to my fibreglass tipped G.T.S. As there 
is no hole for defined tip rods and the glass 
tip end is obviously a "no noll, I thought of 
the hole where the bottom side wire goes 
through the undersurface. The problem with 
this position was that to get a reasonable 
amo u n t 0 f b a c k g r 0 u n d , sot hat the ph 0 tog rap h s 
were not all pilot, I would have to use a 
fisheye-type lens. This type of lens is OK for 
the occasional special effect shot but for 
other general photography, the distortion is 
unsightly. The lens I had to use was a 28mm 
wide-angle, which I could utilise more often. 
With this lens the only place to mount the 
camera was at the outboard end of the LIE tube. 

"iOOD QUAlITY HOSE CLAMP 

Aft e r mu c h he ads c rat chi n g I came up wit h the 
hose-clamp fixture shown in the drawing. The 
fitting is easily attached and detached 
through the Velcro closure on the undersurface 
or by pu II i ng the sa i lover the end of the 
leading edge before pul I ing on the tension. 

Th e t est f I i g h t wit h the came ramo u n ted wo r ked 
out qui t e we I I. As a co un t e r -b a I an c e Ius e d a 
plastic bottle filled with water to equal the 
weight of the camera gear. I placed this 
inside the sail and taped it to the leading 
edge to stop it moving around. That day I got 
some nice colour shots at Mt Harrocks in 
strong but smooth ridge lift. 

Wit h the came r a i nth i s po sit ion the 0 n I y way 
to damage it would be to nose in and then to 
rollover to the side where the camera is 
mounted. Use of the back wire landing tech-
n i que wo u I d min i m i set h e po s sib iii t y 0 f t his 
happening. Initially I used an air release but 
on a Ion g f I i g h t I a I mo s t los t the rub b e r 
bulb, as it is only a press fit into a very 
small rubber tube. I have since bought an 
electronic release for the same price as the 
air rei e a s e . Th i sis mu c h e a s i e r tot ape 
securely to the base tube. 

STANWELL SOARING CENTRE. 

FOR YOU THE COMPETITIVE EDGE 

THE AERODYNAMIC COCOON,IF YOU 
DON'T HAVE ONE YOU DON'T HAVE 
A CHANCE. 

wreBlN4 PATCH Vol/TIl It:) TO 
IS .... HOLL &xNrD /ljAJU411 
TO STt>P,y.(Y FllAYIN'1 

EUROPEAN TESTS PROVED A 10% 
INCREASE IN PERFORMANCE WITH 
THE AERODYNAMIC COCOON. 

FOR SALE 

"/tow I INTFIl.NATIONAL 
~II.A MOUNT . l.OCJ(TITf. U5e:o ON 
ALI. TH~PS 
UNIV~II.SIIL. MO~MEtrr AD";fU5T"'~T 

P.R 4 TAKE-OFF ON 20 ACRES~14 KMS FROM MULLUM
BIMBY. 2 CABINS~2 DAMS~qOADS THROUGH PROPERTY 
SHED~PUMP AND GENERATOR.VIEWS FROM LENNO X HEAD 

OUEENSLAND OVERLOOKING BYRON BAY AND BRUNSWICK 
HEADS. IDEAL FOR CLUB RESORT! $65~000. 

PHONE OWNER (066) 884333 

LIMITED OFFER. $300-00. 

ALSO HAPPENING: 
TRIKE INSTRUCTION. 
AERIAL TOWING. 
TRIKE/HANG GLIDING INSTRUCTION 

INTRODUCTORY TRIKE INSTRUCTION 
FLIGHT FOR ONLY $25-00. 

PHONE US NOW: 

(042) 942648. 
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1983 V I C <Xlt1PS THE TARDY (BUT FRIE~LY)GM1ES 
by jOH'J MJRBY 

The 1983 Vic. Comps were held at Ben Nevis on 
weekends in November '83 and February '84. Due 
to a change of organizers in mid-stream the 
results are, rather typically, a bit belated. 

Chief competition director was Rob Danaher. who 
ma nag edt 0 get f 0 u r r 0 u n d s fin a liz e din the 
rather fickle November weather. All tasks were 
flown from Mt Buangor and were open distance or 
race to a goal . A "validity factor" was 
introduced into the scoring which reduced the 
points available from rounds in which the best 
distance was less than 30 km. On this basis 
round I had 90% validity, rounds 2 and 4 , 43%, 
and round 3, 30%. The soaring wasn't the best 

i n No v emb e r ! . 

Consequently, it was decided to hold further 
rounds in February. Unfortunate Iy, Rob became 
dis e n c han ted wit h han g g lid i n g 0 v e r s umme r , so 
I agreed to act as task setter for the final 
rounds. We Victorians need as much competition 
experience as we can get! 

By now the various pressures of employment, 
matrimony, etc. had reduced the field from the 
initial 20 to about 13 desperates. The final 
two rounds provided the best flying conditions 
of the competitions. 

Round 5 (11/2/84) 
- Task - Race to Winchelsea (132 km) 
Many pi lots were foi led by the weak and rough 
thermals at lower altitudes and most ended up 
back at Middle Creek for 20 km flights. Gary 
Hickson claimed that at one stage he was 
sinking so fast that he looked around ... "to 
check I was st i II hooked in"! 

Ian "Haggis" Haigh put in a good one maki~g 25 
km along the course and Norm Hearn made It to 
Lake Goldsmith for 30 km the third best 
flight of the day. 

The other two who really got goi ng were Ian 
O'Niell and John Murby, who up to this stage 
were first and third on points. "U'Nreal" 
planted boot at the 65 km mark, whi Ie the other 
naughty person went on to show that the goal 
was attainable. This resulted in a new leader 
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(by a nose-plate) as they went into the final 
round. 

Round 6 (25/2/84) 
- Task - Race to Cope Cope (95 km) 

just for a change, Mt Buangor was nonR for the 
last round (we must have nearly worn the ramp 
out th is season). The goa I proved a lit tie out 
of reach on a day of light thermals and slow 
dr i ft. 

The immense gr av i ty produced by the Mt Co I e 
massif once again prevented most pi lots 
esc a pin g the Wa r r a k 0 r Ben Ne vis I and i n g 
zones. Only the top five really got away. 
First to leave was Stu Davies, dropping in for 
a look at the Glenlofty turnoff (his 
favourite). Meanwhile, crafty Harry Summons, 
on a private channel, made good time on the 
best flight for the day - 60 km. 

Back at the hill, Norm, Ian and john were 
engaged in a slow and painstaking 
one-on - one-on - one back to 'Nevis. Eventually 
Norm got serious and was transported to 
Paradise (50 km). After a very interesting 
game of tag, watched by both pickup crews 
( han g g l i d i n g , asp e c tat 0 r s p 0 r t ?), a " z e r 0 / two 
up" drifting over the jungle claimed U'Nreal 
(39 km), while the red/blue/white Missile 
cruised on to the 59 km mark. 

RESULTS : 

I 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
II 
12 
13 

john Murby Mi ss i Ie 180 3073 
Ian O'Niell Probe 2 2682 
Norm Hearn Meteor 170 2371 
Har ry Summons Swi ft 2287 
Stu Davies Mi ss i Ie 180 1493 
Bi II Paine Meteor 170 1147 
Ian Haigh Swi ft 963 
Evan jone s Probe 2 953 
Gary Hickson EF 6 933 
Greg Wi thers Meteor 190 875 
Gavin Bond Swift/Probe 2 853 
Rob Dav i e s Mega/GT 776 
Paul Donovan Mi ss i Ie 180 733 

THE NORTHERN BEACHES HANG GLIDING CLUB 

GETS TOGETHER IN THE ROOM ADJOINING THE 

uCAPTAIN ' S CABIN u BAR,AT THE ROYAL 

ANTLER HOTEL,PITTWATER ROAD, NARRABEEN 

FROM 7,30 P,M, ON THE FIRST TUESDAY OF 

EACH MONTH , 

Slide s ,videos , guest speakers and 
tall stories are thrown about in 
an id e al opportunity to get leg
le ss i n go od company . AI I welcom e ! 

pts 



V G H A NEWS 

At the recent Annual General 
Meeting held at the "Anchor 
and Hope", the following were 
elected or in most cases re
elected. 

PRESIDENT: 
Steve Ruffels (re-appointed) 

SECRETARY: 
Paul Donovan (re-appointed) 

TREASURER: 
Greg Withers (re-appointed) 

SAFETY 01 RECTOR: 
Peter Wright (re-appointed) 

PUBLICITY OFFICER: 
John Amor 

COMPETITION DIRECTOR: 
John Murby 

NOVICE PILOT REPRESENTATIVE: 
Fiona Rausch 

SKYSAILOR EDITOR: 
Don Rottman 

A few topics were discussed at 
the previ ou s commi t tee meet i n9 
that may interest people other 
than those who attended. 

TOWING SYSTEM FOR THE VHGA 
John Amor and Gavin Bond are 
going to make enquiries as to 
whether any good and complete 
Towing systems are available 
for VHGA to purchase on behalf 
of members. Whilst on the 
subject of towing, VHGA has 
allocated $200.00 for Diesel 
Fuel to hel p upgrade the Taxi 
Stri p at the Moorooduc Ai r 
Field. 

SITE BOOK 
Diagrams and wri tten reports 
for the site book are still 
being processed. Also obtain-
ing permission to fly at sever
al sites is still to be fi nal-
i zed. In some cases we've been 
allowed access to some Take 
Offs but getti ng the ok to use 
nearby paddocks for landing 
areas has been a problem. The 
site book will be completed in 
the very near future and will 
be well worth the wait. 

-DUNNY SEAT" 
The "Dunny Seat" award went to 
Ian Rees for his tree landing 
at Mt Buni ngyong. I an managed 
to clock 3 hrs in a 90 ft tree 
before the St~te Emergency 
Servlce came to hlS rescue. 

SOARING TECHNOLOGY SEMINAR 
I f you've been bored to tears 
lately and have been wondering 
what to do in your spare time, 
this is just what you've been 
look i ng for ... the Soari ng 
Technology Seminar, in which 
we will unfold the mysteries 
of soari ng, thermal 1 i ng and 
advanced thermalling/x-country 
flyi ng. Thi sis a must for any 
serious pilot regardless of 
rating. The seminar will be 
he 1 d over four ni ghts (the 
da tes have not yet been fi na 1-
ised). Weather permitting, we 
will be including practical 
sessions. 

MOOROODUC AIRSTRIP 
Du ri ng an i ncred i b 1 e x-coun try 
flight that started near Mt 
Dandenong and took him as far 
away as Spion, back across the 
Heads, over Portsea, around 
Arthur's Seat and back to 
Moorabbin, Gavin Bond noticed 
that the Northern end of the 
Moorooduc airstrip was under
water. Needl ess to say, towi ng 
at Moorooduc will not be pos
sible for a while. 

Vic. Editor 
Don Rottman 

SAHGA NEWS 

Our September meeting was well 
attended wi th over 50 members 
and prospective pilots. The 
large influx of people wanting 
to 1 earn has created too much 
load on S.A. 's one and only 
training school, Adelaide 
Fl i ght. So it seems SAHGA wi 11 
have to step in and undertake 
the responsibility to get these 
people into the air safely. 

What I envisage is getting as 
many people who want to 1 earn 
as possible, to come out on 
one weekend early October and 
wi th the ai d of seni or pil ots 
and Certifi ed Instructors 
hopefully get airborn, weather 
permitting. It is really 
re fresh i ng to see so many new 
faces at a meeting, keen to 
try hang gliding. It only sad
dens me that the learning 
process tends to be long and 
frustrating due to the weather 
and limited sites. 

SAHGA Safety Officers have 
compl eted answeri ng the Begi n
ner and Novice questions and 
our Safety Director, Colin 
Hanson, will come up with some 

standard answers after the 
S.O. 's meeting on September 
10th. It is anticipated that 
the Intermediate and Advanced 
questions will be attempted 
next and any comments S.O. 's 
have on the wording or suit
ability of the questions will 
be directed to our National 
Safety Director for action. 

The Spring Competitions begin 
on October long weekend at 
Snowtown and thereafter fort
nightly at Horrocks (hope-
fully). D.O.A. have given us 
9,000 feet between Lochiel and 
Redhill for the long weekend. 
Ross Wilkinson will be running 
the competition and tasks will 
include open distance X-C, 
tri angul ar courses and out and 
return rounds, weather permi t
ting. At the date of writing 
(8th September) we have not 
got the landowners' permission 
to fly at Lochiel, but I will 
be in contact wi th them pri or 
to the competition. 

Mt Horrocks and access to the 
1 aunch is very much a conten
ti ous issue. Negoti ati ons have 
been under way with the 1 and
owners during August and 
September and I hope by Octo
ber we will have an answer 
that suits, to enable us to 
commence the planning for the 
1986 National s. 

Although pretty wet, August 
provided some good flying both 
on the Fleurieu Peninsula and 
in the mi d-North. Mt Terri b 1 e 
was really pumpi ng on one par
ti cul ar day. For those wi th 
serviceable altimeters, the 
Myponga Cl i ffs and Se 11 i ck s 
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------- ---- ---------
has been on several times; the 
coas t run from Cape Jervi s to 
Normanville (26 km) was flown 
in early September by Larry 
Jones and Coli n Hanson and two 
others who shall remain name
less! In the mid-North, Steve 
Blenkinsop, Paul Cleland and 
Rob Hibberd have managed a few 
X-C fl i ghts of up to 60 km. 
Watch out summer! Paul Kelley 
is due back on November 9th 
and will be really hanging out 
for some ai rtime after hi s 12 
months' winter in Antarctica. 
Justin Failds, Chris Bamforth, 
Ian Lambert and Paul Olinga 
are a keen band of pi lots who 
will be trying Alice Springs 
sites this summer - look out! 

I urge all pil ots who want to 
sell or buy equipment, gliders 
etc. to avail themselves of 
the Association's index. If 
everyone uses it, the search 
for gear and sale of it is 
much simpl i fied. 

Also I think pilots should 
support the 1 oca 1 deal ers here 
in S.A. Larry Jones, Ross 
Wilkinson, Steve Blenkinsop, 
Kym Stancliffe and Phil 
Flentje have all the right 
contacts. By pilots supporting 
them by dealing with them, they 
can provide us with the best 
service and back-up. 

Pil ots 
of our 
ratings 
issue. 

should also 
sites and 

elsewhere 

note some 
appropriate 

in thi s 

Rob ~~oodward 

Island Point which takes S.E. 
If it swi ngs E. you can fly 
about 50 km down the ri dge to 
TEWANTIN and back. Even if we 
get a S.W. and you're good 
enough, you can fly inside the 
Blow Hole. 

You should be able to get ac
commodation at all the hotels, 
motels and houses for rent. Or 
you can stay with all of us at 
the Hang Gl i ders Caravan Park 
where you will get incredibly 
cheap prices: 

UNPOWERED SITE 
$ 5.00 per night 
$35.00 per week 

POWERED SITE (2 adults) 
$ 7.50 per night 
$40.30 per week 

EXTRA ADULT 
$ 1.15 per ni ght 
$ 6.00 per week 

CHILDREN 
$ 0.60 per night 
$ 3.60 per week 

For bookings: 
RAINBOW BEACH 4570, PO Box 23, 
or phone Chri s Wall or Don 
Thompson (071) 85 3200. 
Because this guy likes pilots 
so much, he's putting up indi
vidual trophies and an annual 
shield. Also, if everybody 
stays there, he will put up 
$2,000.00 next year (pretty 
good incentive, hey!). While 
you're there, enter the fun 
comps. There will be a $5.00 
entry fee, plus a whole heap 
of prizes. 

All the people who went last 
year.... yeah! We are all 
going again. 

So ::;ome and party on wi th good 
people and good times. It goes 
from 26th December till ??? 

P.S. Complaints in writing and 
ALL YOU WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT $10.00! 
"RAINBOW" BUT WERE AFRAID TO 

ASK 

by Ken Costin 

So you want to know about 
RAINBOW BEACH at Christmas 
Time? The flying sites there 
cater to just about every wi nd 
direction. RAINBOW is a N.E. 
site. Then, about 10 to 20 
mi ns away, there is Double 
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At the August meeting there 
was a good turn up with quite 
a fe\'I new members. The "for 
sale" board seems to be a 
raging success with more and 
more ads appearing and dis
appearing with every meeting. 
Country members remember -
that the board is for you too, 
so if you have an ad, phone 
Mi ke on 401 9387 or wri te to 
PO Box 84, Doubleview. 

Last month the club bought a 
transportable building from 
the Fremantle Technical Col
lege. The building had been 
built by students of the col
lege. It is thirty feet long 
by twelve feet wi de, has a 
jarrah frame, hardiplank out
side and is lined inside. It 
also has a ceiling, galvanised 
roof, gutters, drainpipes and 
is wi red for power wi th fl uros 
and outlets. The building is 
divided into two with a wall, 
has two doors to the outside 
and windows. To move the buil
ding, we had to cut it in half 
along the insi de wall. It was 
then loaded with much effort 
onto a truck by a team of 
eager members and transported 
some ten miles to Kevin Wal
ker's Boss's yard for storage. 
The total moving job took all 
weekend, wi th the weather 
doi ng its utmost to di srupt us 
sending down driving rain and 
strong to gale force winds. 

Our thanks must go to Kevin 
Walker who coordinated the 
whole job and to Kevin's boss, 
Vic, who kindly lent us his 
truck and provi ded a pl ace to 
store the building until we 
find a suitable site for it in 
the York/Grass Valley area. 

It was reported at the meeting 
that Shellies Beach at Albany 
has suffered extensive damage 
during the winter. The beach 
has been eroded back beyond 
the fisherman's track to the 



far end. The ti n shack, men's 
toilet and concrete pad have 
a 11 gone. Depend i ng on how 
much beach there is by sununer, 
the site may have to be re
rated. Fortunately, it seems 
none of the other sites have 
been damaged as badly. 

We should hear from DYSR regar
ding our grant application by 
the end of September and if 
so, this may enable us to have 
our training glider by mid
November. 

The training school seems to 
be running smoothly now, thanks 
to Club Capricorn allowing us 
to use their farm sites at 
Yanchep. 

The 1 ast course made a profi t 
of $420.00 for the club. 

Since all the courses are run 
by vo 1 unteers, we coul d do 
with some more help. Each 
course is run by a Certified 
Instructor who may have as 
many assi stants as he can get. 
If you are interested in run
ning a course, helping, or 
becoming a Certified Instruc
tor please give Mike a ring on 
401 9387. 

Di d you know that W. A. won the 
cross country team trophy and 
that Ray Chats was fi rst and 
Mole came third overall? Well 
if you had been at the meeting 
you would have seen the tro
phies incl uding Mole's Budgie. 
Very impressive:: 

Spri ng is on the way and most 
of us have had a good start to 
it with a good weekend ' s flying 
last weekend (1st and 2nd). 
What are the country members 
doi ng? 

Finally, congratulations are 
in order for Mark and Stephanie 
who were married on September 
1st. 

Over 190 people attended and 
raged on till the early hours 
but there wi 11 be a more 
detailed report soon. 

The club T-shirts were collec
ted 1 ast Monday and have been 
sell i ng fast so you had better 
get yours soon. The c1 ub dona
ted money towards the benefit 
on Saturday ni ght for each 

The Competition on August 5 was T-shirt sold at the "Hangi". 
cancelled due to our compo Bernard Hodgki nson has recei
director, Speedie, busy house ved his free T-shirt for the 
hunting. Scott had intended hard work involved in the 
running it, but had a late design, especially the separa
start launching a few pilots ting of the 5 colours which 
for their first high glide saved us about $50 in lay-out 
after cloud base lifted. costs. Thank you Bernard. 
Rosins never came ridge soar
able that day, although half a 
dozen pil ots caught thermal s 
on the spur and were abl e to 
get back into Munsters. 
Noticeably, these included Bob 
and Crai g, whose thermal 1 i ng 
really came together - wi thout 
instruments to boot~ I hear 
they don't need instruments as 
the competition between them 
keeps them fly i ng better. 

St Bernards was a good weekend 
socially pity about the 
flyi ng. We appear to have one 
blown out day each weekend. 
Thi s time nature turned it on 
for 3 days of howl i ng, bi tter
ly cold south-westerlies. 
There was a 1 ull for a coupl e 
of hours on Monday when a few 
pilots managed some air time. 
St Bernards itself was good 
value, excellent country hos
pital i ty - thank you those who 
came. We spent most of our 
time eating, drinking and 
trying to stay out of the wind! 

I think the training hill has 
seen the most action over the 
past 6 weeks - it appears to 
be the congregati ng poi nt when 
Tambori ne is blown out and 
while not much instructing 
gets done, everyone seems to 
have a good time. One pilot 
gai ned 1,000 feet on tether -
with the ground crew airborne 
as well! The students like the 
stronger wi nds as it gets them 
a bi t of hei ght instead of the 
usual grass skimmer glides. 

The "Hangi" on September 1 st, 
organised by the Queensland 
Association to help Tony Hanlon 
with hi s US medical expenses, 
went very smoothly at Les and 
Dave's place at Sunnybank. 

Also the usual annual reminder 
about our Tamborine site. The 
bomb-out paddock to the south 
of 1 aunch has a new bean crop 
and shoul d not be used AT ALL. 
The on-top landing is also in 
the process of being planted 
and the own .er, Leon, woul d 
like everyone to land in the 
front area or on the grass 
stri p through the mi ddl e of 
the paddocks. I know top
landings are sometimes barely 
under control in stronger con
ditions, but please give it a 
try (or be prepared to grovel 
with your excuses to Leon!). 
As well we have been asked to 
close the wire gates at either 
end of the paddock at the end 
of each day's flying. Your 
co-operat ion woul d be appre
ciated. 

Word has it from our member of 
no fi xed abode, Paul Di mech in 
Cairns, that his car was broken 
into and all hang gliding 
equipment stolen, along with 
his wallet. The gear includes 
harness (Van Raal te), para-
chute, instruments, radio, 
french connection, log books 
and helmet; so if you hear of 
gear being sold from an 
unusual source, check it out: 
Looks like you'll have to get 
a job soon, Paul:: 

The Nobby Cl ub is goi ng strong 
this year with some 47 members 
which is great to see. Once 
again thank you for your 
support. As you read thi s, 
yours truly will be in sunny 
Cairns hopefully getting in 
heaps and heaps of hours, but 
try not to be too jealous -
will be thinking of you: 

Mari e Tucker Pres i dent 
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NSW NEWS 

Anyone who has been down to 
the Kurnell dunes lately will 
have noticed that they are 
becomi ng 1 ess and 1 ess sui t-
a~ 1 e for teach i ng a 11 the 
t1me. This situation will 
continue to deteriorate over 
the next two years, with the 
ul timate resul t being the 
total closure of the dunes. It 
doesn't take much to realise 
that without an alternative 
training site, learning to fly 
in Sydney is goi ng to become 
even more expens i ve and frus
trating than it already is. 
So if you know of any sites 
that you consider to be suit
able in or near the Sydney 
area, PLEASE 1 et us know. Send 
your suggestions to: 

Chris South 
22 Cotswold St 
Westmead NSW 2145 

or gi ve me a ri ng on 635 8206 
and I wi 11 come and check it 
out. 

The present NSW Executive 
Committee is starting to get a 
little tired after all our 
hard work thi s year, and nomi
nations are now open for all 
positions for next year ('85). 
I f you feel that you have 
something to offer and would 
1 ike to help determi ne the 
future di recti on of hang 
gliding in NSW, then send your 
nomination to: 

Michelle Jarman 
Fearless Secretary 
NSWHGA 
PO Box 121 
Sutherland NSW 2232 

The positions on the Executive 
are: 
- President 
- Secretary 
- Treasurer 
- Safety Co-Ordinator 
- HGFA Co-Ordinator 
- "Airwaves" Editor 
- Competitions Officer 
- Training Officer/Instructors 

Co-Ordinator. 

SKYSAILOR Page 21 

NSW members shoul d al so be 
aware that the HGFA Executive 
wi 11 be handed over to NSWHGA 
in about April next year, so 
the following positions will 
also be "up for grabs": 

- HGFA President 
- HGFA Secretary 
- Treasurer 
-. Safety Pi rector 

Mor~ . 1 ntprmCft 1 on on these 
poslt10ns 1n future issues. 

QUOTABLE QUOTES 
Compiled by Miles Craven 

"I don't see what a guy wi th 
wings, sitting on top of a 
hi 11, has got to do wi th hang 
gliding." - Martyn Yeomans. 

"If you're in a flat spin ten 
feet off the ground, you're 
probably better off crashing." 
- Rolfus Erroneous. 

"We're only hang glider pilots 
d ' ' on t expect us to be smart as 
well!" - Rick Duncan at the 
instructors' seminar. 

EDITORIAL 

The instructors' recertific
ation workshops at Shoal Bay 
have been and gone and most of 
the principal instructors of 
the major NSW school s are now 

. recertified. But the purpose 
of the workshops was not just 
to fulfill recertification 
requirements. The venue and 
the "1 ive-i n" format made the 
workshops an ideal opportunity 
for those who attended to 
compare notes on i nstructi on 
methods and to use our col1 ec
tive experience to develop a 
common approach to some of the 

AERIAL TECHNICS 
HANG GLIDING SCHOOL 

WE WANT YOUR WINeS! 
DON'T WAIT TO SELL 

YOUR OLD GLIDER. 

TRADE IN CLIDERS 
For New Ones 

At 

42 STANWELL AVE 
STANWELL PARK '2509. , 
PHONE (042) 942545. 



outstanding problems of our 
safety and training systems. 
In this respect, the workshops 
were a great success and con
gratulations must go to Ian 
Jarman for a great job of 
organisation and planning. 

But the undoubted success of 
the workshops and the real 
contributions made by all who 
attended make it doubly dis
appointing that, on the last 
day, the discussion degenera
ted into a business meeting, 
the result of which was an 
agreement to set minimum 
prices for lessons. While 
those responsible may argue 
that this was an example of 
cooperation between instruc
tors, thi s does not change the 
fact that the agreement, in 
real ity, contitutes the for
mation of a price-maintenance 
carte 1 - noth i ng more, noth i ng 
less. The inevitable effect 
of this will be to further 
inflate the cost of getting 
into flying, which has already 
become prohibitive to a large 
section of our community. 
Anyone who argues that thi sis 
a good thing for hang gliding 
wants his head read. 

Of course, those respons i b 1 e 
for the cartel will tell you 
that it was necessary for them 
to cover their legitimate 
operating costs so that they 
can stay in business. This, 
they wi 11 argue, is a simple 
fact of life. Well, here's 
another fact of life: REAL 
businessmen operate within the 
framework of the capitalist 
system, a system characteri sed 
by COMPETITION. In the real 
world, businessmen operate in 
a cut-throat environment, and 
those who can't offer quality 
services at reasonable rates 
are quickly replaced by those 
who can. The real reason for 
the over-prlclng of hang 
gliding lessons is that the 
market - especially in Sydney -
has an over-supply of instruc
tors and an under-supply of 
students. Rather than allowing 
market forces to rationalise 
the si tuation, the schools 
have connived to articially 
maintain their profits by 
agreei ng not to compete . I n a 
recent di spute wi th th e NSW 
government, another gan~ of 
"bus i nessmen" were rlghtly 
labelled "the builders' 
l abourers of the professional 

worl d" . I f the schools con
tinue in their immature and 
unprofessional excesses, they 
run the risk of being known as 
the "orthopaedic surgeons" of 
the sky. 

Christophe 

sn r w ich · 
- ... " r i iJ b 1 c g e 0 m 0 t ry 
-Hagic Ro ller . 
-fitted Fre nc h Co n n cc o n 
- s peed bar ( without kin 

• 
Four wee k s del i ve r y. 
F r om only $1 900 e x Sydney . 

wit h 

Ring Ste ve Blen k insop (08 6- 6 22 171 w) or 
(086 - 6221 59 h ) f o r a q uot e a nd f ur ther 
details. 
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De a r Ed ito r , 

Safety first and last may best describe this 
article. 

Pi lot awareness and safety is of a high 
standard due to the Pilot Rating System. But 
my thought is that the ground crew should be 
aware of pilot safety, as invariably it's the 
ground crew that would reach an injured pilot 
first. 

rea lis e t hat mo s tin s t r u c tor san d some 
p i lot s dod 0 the S t J 0 h n 's Prnb u I an c e Co u r s e , 
but in the case of a hang gliding accident the 
fir s t aid know led get hat the p i lot has i s 0 f 
no use to him i f he i s the vic tim. He n c e the 
ground crew wou I d have to take some sort of 
immediate action until professional help could 
arrove. In the case of cross country flying, 
professional help could be hours or miles away. 

I'm not saying that the ground crews should do 
any intensive first aid training, because the 
crew usually consists of a wife or a good 
friend who enjoys roaming around the 
countryside tuned to a CB radio. 

Just a I ittle basic knowledge on where 
pressure points are for severe bleeding, being 
able to recognise shock and concussion, 
relieving discomfort of a broken limb and the 
accident most feared, but which needs the most 
Immediate attention, i e spinal injury. 

Basic tips from the St John's. hnbulance Course: 

Bleeding - Apply pressure directly to the 
wo u n dan del e vat e the limb. Pre s sur e ma y 
be applied by using your hand or a clean 
bandage. I f the wound is on the head, a 
gentle pressure is applied in case the 
skull is fractured. 

Shock 
shock 

and concussion 
he will look 

- if a patient 
dazed and be 

is in 
d i s-

orientated; keep him calm and relaxed and 
comfortable . Wi th concus s ion, he will 
vomi t and most like I y be unconscious; 
s hie I d the patient from the elements and 
keep him warm wi th a blanket. 

A broken limb is eas i I y identified by 
compar I ng it wi th the opposite limb: it 
wi II look deformed. For a broken arm. lie 
the patient comfortably on his back and 
rest his arm across his chest. For a 
broken leg, lie the patient comfortably on 
his bnack and keep · the leg flat and 
straight. 

Spinal injury if a 
suspected spinal injury, 
that he not be moved. 
pilot is still suspended 

patient has a 
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it is essential 
However, if the 

from the A-frame, 

wi th the help of three or four others 
support the patient's body whi Ie he is 
released and put him gently on the 
ground. Do not turn the patient ove r. 
The patient wi II usually be conscious. 

If electricity is involved, make no 
attempt to help the pilot until the source 
is switched off. If this is not possible, 
eg an electric power line landing, advise 
the pilot tobe calm and just hang with it 
until proper authorities arrive. 

Let's hope the only treatment needed wi II be a 
little T.L.C. (Tender Loving Care) for a badly 
injur ed pride. But a little knowledge is a 
wealth of information. 

De a r Ed ito r , 

Anne 
10-9-84 

In the last issue of Skysailor, Bernie Beer 
described Mt. Blackheath site as "rated 
Intermediate, pi lots rated Novice take note". 
It is my belief that Mt. Blackheath is a sheer 
I aunch and as such is rated Advanced, mak i ng 
this a site that Novice pilots cannot fly. At 
a time when we are trying to convince 
authorities that we are a responsible 
self-regulatory body, it is important that we 
ensure pilots are not overstepping their 
ratings. Accidents, even when not fatal, 
attract lots of media attention at sites like 
Blackheath and a fatality is a distinct 
po s sib iii t y i f No vic e s are a I lowe d t 0 fly t his 
and other higher rated sites. Whilst I agree 
we must reach for more to grow in experience, 
let's not overreach. On a lighter note ', after 
two months, the engineers department has 
indicated that they have recommended the 
building of a ramp at Mt. Blackheath . It is 
now awaiting ratification by the councillors 
at the next Council meeting. So hopefully we 
wi II soon be abl e to improve the safety of the 
Mt. Blackheath take-off. 

Regards, 
A. To II ey 

AI an, you are right. Mt. Blackheath is an 
Advanced sit e which means Intermediate pi lot s 
can only fly there under appropriate 
supervision. - Ed. 

De a r Ed ito r , 

Warwick Duncan's article in "Letters to the 
Editor" has activated a response cord that 
needs venting, especially after reading all 
the accident reports. Our magazine seems to 
be headed towards concealment and dishonesty 
rather than "let us learn from others' 
mistakes" so that we (I) do not fall into the 
same problems or pitfalls. Let us help one 
another rather than cover up and pretend 
nothing really happened! No one else learns 



anything from our mistakes if we are not 
honest with ourselves; and this is the way all 
the accident reports sound - unhelpful. 

Now I should talk! lIve had heaps of 
accidents and incidents in my 8 years of hang 
gliding and lIve never reported one - but then 
II ve come up the hard way - taught myse I f and 

was forced to steer clear of other pilots 
because I always got rubbished! Look, if 
someone is confident about conditions and 
going off, nobody should shatter anotherls 
confidence and place mental stumbl ing blocks 
in anotherls way. Sure, point out anything 
that you consider dangerous, but donlt shatter 
anotherls confidence. It is hard enough to 
muster without some well-intentioned know-all 
destroying it in a few ill-chosen words! 

Now wha t am propos i ng is a new 
accident/incident reporting from which we all 
may learn something instead of the sham 

So to reporting with which we are now stuck. 
start the ball rolling, I will give a few 
bare-chested reports and lessons I learned 
from them. 

One of the first lessons learnt was the 
necessity for a strong run i n t a k e -0 ff 
irrespective of the wind. 

live on Tamborine Mountain and even cleared 
all the dead trees and rubbish off the now 
popular western cliff site. Since 
practically live on the site, lIve seen a lot 
of pi lots stall a T/O and subsequent Iy crunch 
the i r g lid e r the same wa y a s I h a v e don e; and 
it always brings back memories, since it is 
not difficult to forget. I still do it once a 
year! Before every T/O I say to myself: IIBig 
run". And it doesnlt matter what the wind is 
doing. The stronger the wind the more 
essential a IIbig run 11 is. But so many pilots 
(including myself) fall into the trap of not 
having ground speed enough to clear or 
penetrate the off-the-end rubbish (turbulence 
and even rotor). So if you are flying inland, 
donlt expect that a "Stanwell Shuffle" should 
be enough to get you into the air, just 
because there is plenty of wind in your face. 
Ni ne out of ten times you can get away wi th a 
couple of steps and then prone-ing out in 
strong winds; but that tenth one will 
eventually get you and catch you completely 
off guard. 

So letls all encourage each other, rather than 
"let the other bloke find out the hard way", 
I ike I did. 

The Rhubarb Farmer 
(name supplied) 

RF: I assume your comment about "our magazine 
seems to be headed towards concealment and 
dishonesty •..• " refers to the frequent I ack of 
accident reports. 11m sure I speak for myself 
and a II previ ou s Ed i tors when I say that if 
reports are received, they are published. But 
as we all know, many accidents are not 
reported because everyone IIthinks the other 
guy wi I I send one in". - Ed. 

Dear Ed i tor, 

Well, a lot changed since started hang 
gliding some eight years ago. The granting of 
that AN) a milestone of maturity the sport has 
reached. However, a tragic accident in our 
area, followed by two accidents witnessed 
the fol lowing weekend whi Ie visiting an 
out-of-town site, started me wondering. Of 
a II the changes hang g lid i ng has been t rhough, 
one thing has not changed and of course this 
is human nature. 

A letter by A. Brewin in September 183 
Skysailor pinpoints some of the human pitfalls 
and a way to help overcome these. I sometimes 
wonder how much of a psychologist an 
instructor should be! Indeed, a letter of C. 
So u t h i nth e f 0 I I ow i n g mo nth lsi s sue go e son e 
step further in suggesting an "apprentice" 
system which seems the obvious answer. These 
problems or really lack of understanding have 
always been with us - generally solved in my 
early days by raves on the hill and a sincere 
attempt by more aware pi lots to install safety 
first and a steady progression through their 
ratings. Well, you say, now we have certified 
instructors and much safer certified 
i n t e rme d i ate g lid e r s , s a f e t y 0 f f ice r s , 
parachutes, etc. However, a letter of 
W. Du n can i n Au gus t I 84 0 n c e a g a i n to u c h e son 
the hazards in the system. 

Now believe all experienced pilots , 
e s p e cia I I Y P. R 4 a n d-r: R 5, mu s t demo n s t rat e a 
growing, caring and responsible attitude so 
the lesser experienced pilots have a IIlibraryll 
of knowledge to consult. Remember, you are a 
mirror from which all newer pilots will want 
to see themselves, so implant well the respect 
for the sport they should develop. 

This respect ingrained in a student can be 
easily shattered by the egotistical 
muttterings of IIbetter pilots" or the closed 
s hop me n ta lit Y P i lot s 0 f d iff ere n t bra n d s 
often develop. 

Per hap s a fin a I quo t e from an ear I y G lid e r 
Rider .... l1 The fantasy of flight realized is a 
joy indeed, but such an intoxicant to many, 
that consideration of the bureaucratic side of 
regulations and controls seem almost 
sacrilegious. Many pilots obviously feel that 
in a sport so personal that organization, 
planning and control which go beyond 
de ve I 0 pme n t 0 fin d i v i d u a I ski I I and ace r t a i n 
per son a I pea c e -ma kin g wit h the i n fin i t e , are 
out of place and unnecessary. But sites which 
are bet t e r con t r 0 I led ARE s a fer ; ins t r u c tor s 
who are well-trained, demanding and thorough 
ARE be tt e r ins t r u c tor s ; and p i lot s wh 0 are 
held unwavering to strict performance criteria 
before being awarded ratings ARE better and 

safer pilots." 

The framework for a responsible attitude 
you r fly i n g c ommu nit y i s the c ommo n bon d 
hang gl ider pi lots must share. 

Colin Rushton 

in 

,II ~ 
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nsw 
IvDYES MARS 150 (P.R I) Gold and royal purple 
trim. Excellently suited for person under 10 
stone who is a beginner or intermediate 
flier. Less than 1/2 hour's flying time . A 
bargain at $1350 (includes small helmet) - a 
saving of $300 off the new price. 
Phone: Kristine (02) 810 4291 

SOLARWIN:iS 
Speed bar, 
post. Good 
$1 100 o. n. o. 

"TYPI-()()N S.4" (P.R 3) 165 sq . ft. 
fared alumuniurn. uprights and king 

handling, excellent performance. 

Phone: Phi I (02) 309 2524 for demo etc. 

MA.GIC III 166 (P.R 3) (npendry's Peanut") -
S til I wa yah e ado f the fie I d • Th i s g e n tie 
g lid e r s til I hoi d s two 0 ff i cia I Au s t r a I ian 
records. A bargain at $1050.00. 
Phone: Denis (065) 72 4747 

THREE-QUARTER LEI\GTH HARNESS wi th para 
deployment container zipped on - $125.00. 
Phone: Denis Cunmings (065) 72 4747 

IvDYES MEGA II (P.R I) - Red and I ight blue 
with swivel cross bars and Mylar leading 
edges. All nuts and bolts have just been 
replaced. Good condition. $800. 
Phone: Glen (02) 70 4047 

U.L.F.S. SWIFT 160 (P.R 3) 
very good condition, sleeved 
lines. Ideal for lightweight 
Phone: (044) 48 7511 

Brown and ye I I ow, 
kee I and new luff 
pilot. $750. 

IvDYES MARS 150 (P.R I) Orange and white. Low 
air time, ex c e I len t con d i t ion. Wo u Ids u ita 
woman or I ight pi lot. $1100 or wi II swap for 
a bigger Mars or Gyro. (Is your glider too 
big?) 
Phone Glenn Wi Ison (065) 66 0065 Crescent Head 

WANTED TO BUY Meteor 190 in top cond it i on to 
suit beefing up for Trike work. 
Phone GI enn Wi I son (065) 66 0065 Crescent Head 

IvDYES METEOR 150 (P.R 3) Red and white with 
red tips. Very good condition. A bargain at 
$550. 
Please contact Andrew Atkins, PO Box 701, Port 
Macquarie 2444, or phone Steve Gagney (065) 59 
9605 

r.tJYES MEGA II (P.R I) Orange wi th black/gold 
stripe, only flown twice since overhaul. 
Price includes harness, air speed indicator. 
Brand new carabina, hang loop and spare luff 
I ines. AI I for only $850.00. 
Phone Scott at Taree (065) 62 2139 
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MOYES MISSILE 180 (P,R 3) 
18 months old, red leading edges,orange tips, 
whi te mainsail,undersurface and keel pocket. 
Glider has just been inspected,sail washed 
by 'HEADWIND' hang gl iders at Byron Bay.Looks 
very neat and fl ies as well as the wedgies. 
Phone: IAN HIRD (066) 884203 

MOYES MISSILE 180 (P.R 3) Red white and blue 
sail. Excellent condition. $750 or will swap 
gl ider plus cash for Mars or Gyro. 
Phone (048) 61 3670 

SKYTREK PROBE II (P.R 3) Whi te 
U/surface. T/Coat leading edge. 

wi th green 
Fitted VB. 

In excellent condition. $1200. 
Phone (048) 61 3670 

sa 
MOYES MISSILE 180 (P.R 3) SPECIAL!!! 
ASTOUNDIN:i! Li ght and easy hand ling -aiid-tuned 
top e r fe c t ion! Wh a t mo r e can I say? Come s 
with sleeved keel for 2up and towing, original 
batten profi Ie, manual, high performance 72" 
L/E SLEEVES and dipole antenna, for those long 
X-count ry f light s. You too can do a hundred 
miles in this top quality machine for only 
$1250. 
Phone Chris Hunter (08) 212 2466 (W) 

(08) 384 3556 (H) 

qld 
COCOON HARNESS Large, with sewn-in 
compartment. $80. 
MEDIUM-SIZE COCOON HARNESS with 
storage compartment. $100. 

storage 

sewn-i n 

BRAND NEW BACK-PACK CX HAP.NESS wit h 
container and ballast or storage bag. 
Phone : H van Raalte (07) 200 6194 

parachute 
$220. 

CORRECTION ",NSW 
Last month's Market Place ad. for Andrew Lee 
showed the wrong phone no. The correct no. is 
(02) 6632177 .Andrew is sell ing a MARS 170 with 
harness,parachute & helmet for $1800. 

PILOTS ~'AtnED 

FOR ALL SPORTS CARNIVAL~lsT 

WEEK IN DECEMBER.BEING RUN 
BY RAINBOW BEACH CHAMBER OF 

COMMERCE. 
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MOYES 
GLIDERS 

PURE CarTON 
T-SHIRTS 

IN 
6 Colours 
GT Design 
on back 

Front: 
Moyes Delta 
Gliders Logo 
World Hang 
Gliding 
Championships 
87 -88 Australia 

$12 
$2.00 from each 
shirt to go to 
Australian Team. 

ADD POSTAGE 
$2.00 

FLYING SUITS 
NOW IN STOCK! 

II LI NE 7"- $120 
MOYES FLYING 
SUITS - $120 

MOYES 
DELTA 

. GLIDERS 
p~y. ltd. 
173 Bronte rd 
Waverley 
Sydney 
2024 N.S.W 
telephone 

L-________________________ ---I 023875114 


